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ONS NEWS

Annual General Meeting

This year’s Annual General Meeting will take place at the
Department of Coins and Medals British Museum, Great Russell
Street, London WC1B 3DG at 11.00 am on Saturday 4 October
2014. The Annual General Meeting will be followed by talks on
numismatic topics. Details of the AGM agenda and speakers will
be available on the Society’s website and Facebook page and
circulated by email before the meeting to UK members nearer to
the date of the meeting.

Oxford

On 17 May the Ashmolean Museum hosted the ONS for a seminar
on Metallurgical Analysis of coins. The event was a very well
attended by members and Shailendra Bhandare organised the
speakers and venue. Most of these talks related to work that had
been done at the Ashmolean using X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF)
machines supplied by Bruker UK Ltd.

The first talk was by Mike Dobby of Bruker UK Ltd who
spoke about “The Use of X-Rays in the Examination of Coins”. He
gave an overview of the physics that underpin XRF and the types
of machines that are available, the possibilities and limitations of
the technique. This was then followed by a demonstration for the
members present of a machine using a sample of coins.

The second and fourth talks by Paul Stevens and Simon Glenn
respectively were about tests they had carried out at the
Ashmolean. Paul explained the procedure he had followed and
looked particularly at tests he had carried out on East India
Company coins and the coins of the Tughlugids and Durranis. One
of the uses found for the technique was the ability to detect thinly
plated forgeries. Simon Glenn showed similar examples where the
metal composition of forgeries differed by a very wide margin
from authentic coins. Paul’s talk showed that the silver content of
the ‘Bombay rupee’ was very consistent and that the change in
standard to equalise the issues of Surat and Bombay in 1800 was
detectable in the coins themselves.

Paul then showed that not all official productions were
consistent in their silver content. Coins made by melting down
Spanish Mexican dollars at Madras showed a wide range of silver
content (85% to 95%) and the ‘tin’ coins of Bombay were not in
fact tin after 1717 but zinc. Finally Paul mentioned that he had
analysed a range of Durrani and Barakzai rupees issued from
Kabul to see whether there had been a reduction in silver content
over the years. For most of the period the silver content turned out
to be quite constant, only in the latter years was some reduction
noted..

Simon Glenn’s talk ‘XRF Analysis of the Ashmolean
Collection of Graeco-Bactrian Coins’ looked at the content of
Bactrian Greek coins. This was part of his work on a die study of
the coins which he had previously presented at ONS meetings.
Simon’s talk included an over-view of the difficulties for a
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historian in interpreting the results from scientific analysis and
some of the various problems that analysis has raised in the study
of Bactrian Greek coins. Particularly he spoke about the use of
nickel in the coins and the possibility that traces of bismuth might
be associated with the working of the Panjhir mines in antiquity.

The third talk was given by Robert Bracey on the problems of
interpreting analytic data and focused on the so-called Alexander
Medallion, the authenticity of which is disputed. During the day
there were a series of lively question and answer sessions with the
different speakers.

T e

Shailendra Bhandare introducing the seminar

s

Mike Dobby of Bruker Ltd (left) seeing the results of one of the
scans
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*Private Collection, Cambridge (3.08g)
Vasmer 52 (3 examples cited); ICA10, lot 259 (2.95g); Limbada
(3.35g); Tiibingen 97-6-14 (3.10g)

Jannaba 283h
For another coin published as being of this mint and date but with

‘Amr’s name on the reverse, see Osarve 21 (published here as
An286).

Jn284 Jannaba 284h

Obv. margin: Qur‘an xxx, 4-5 (outer); mint and date (inner)
Obyv. field: Culll 0 s sae |4l )i Y [ saa s alll | V1AW Y
Rev. margin: Qur‘an ix, 33

Rev. field: 4Ub aaieall [ alll | Jsu ;| 2ana |4l

*Tibingen 97-11-66 (3.83g)

Jn286

Jannaba 286h
Obv. margin: Qur‘an xxx, 4-5 (outer); mint and date (inner)
Obyv. field: Culll (i 5 e | Al Y oan galll | Y1 Al Y
Rev. margin: Qur‘an ix, 33
Rev. field: 41 duaieall | alll | Jsu ) | 20ns | 4l

*Limbada (3.19g)
Vasmer 59 (1 example cited); Tiibingen 2000-11-26 (2.44¢)

TWO RUSTAMID FULUS STRUCK IN
TIHARAT AND TILIMSIN

By Ludovic Liétard

This article is devoted to two particular medieval Islamic copper
coins struck in Tiharat and Tilimsin (Tiaret and Tlemcen in
Algeria). They were assigned to the ‘Abbasids by Eustache [8, 9]
but I think this attribution is debatable. This article proposes an
attribution to the Rustamid dynasty and to the ruler ‘Abd al-
Wahhab (AH 168 — 208 / AD 784 — 824).

Section 1 introduces these two fulus?. Their attribution to the
‘Abbasids is challenged in section 2. An attribution to the
Rustamid ruler ‘Abd al-Wahhab is proposed in section 3.

1. The coins under consideration

The two coins under consideration are described hereafter.

1.1 A fals struck by ‘Abd al-Wahhab in Tiharat

* Fulus is the plural of fals, a fals being a copper or bronze coin in the early
centuries of the Islamic era.
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The existence of this coin is only cited by Eustache in [8, 9] and he
provides no pictures or drawings. The obverse bears the name of
‘Abd al-Wahhab. It can be translated by “Ordered by ‘Abd al-
Wahhab™:
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The reverse bears the mint name and can be translated by “This
fals was struck in Tiharat™:
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S

The legends on this fals can be illustrated by the following
drawing:

>0 l l 00
Fig. 1: A fals struck by ‘Abd al-Wahhab in Ttharat

Three examples (A, B and C) of this coin are introduced in this
article. Coin A (2.09 g and 16 mm) is shown hereafter (Fig. 2),
coins B and C are shown at the end of this article (Figs. 7 and 8).

Fig. 2: Obverse of coin A

Reverse of coin A

1.2 A fals struck by ‘Abd al-Wahhab in Tilimsin

This coin was presented by Eustache in [9] and three examples can
be found in the literature:

* in the article [9] by Eustache (plate I),

® in the book [5] describing some coins of the Bank al-
Maghrib collection (page 92),

* in this article (see Fig. 5 and Fig. 6).

The reading of the mint name is not very easy on these coins and it
could be written (spesald (Tilimsin) as well as Oball (Tilimsan)®.
However, a close inspection of the coin shown in this article
(which seems to be the best of the three above-mentioned
examples in this aspect) makes the spelling M (Tilimsin) more
probable. It is the spelling I have chosen for this article and it was
also Eustache’s choice [9].

The obverse bears the name of ‘Abd al-Wahhab. It can be
translated by “Ordered by ‘Abd al-Wahhab™:

T would like to thank Dr. Lutz Ilisch, curator of the collection of Oriental
coins of the University of Tiibingen, for having alerted me to these two
possibilities.
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The reverse bears the mint name and can be translated by “This
fals was struck in Tilimsin™:
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The legends on this fals can be illustrated by the following
drawing:
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Fig. 3: A fals struck by ‘Abd al-Wahhab in Tilimsin

A single example shown in this article (3.81 g and 17 x 16 mm;
Fig. 4):

Fig. 4: Obverse and reverse of a fals struck by ‘Abd al-Wahhab in
Tilimsin

2. A debatable attribution to the ‘Abbasids

According to Eustache [9], these coins were struck by the
‘Abbasids in the period AH 155 — 172 (AD 772 — 778) because:

® AH 155 (AD 772) is the year of the death of the military chief
of the Ibadite community, Abli Hatim, and the beginning of
the ‘Abbasid occupation of Ifrigiya by Yazid ibn Hatim,

® AH 172 (AD 778) is the date when Idris I entered Volubilis
(Walila).

Eustache writes>* that, between these two dates, the ‘Abbasids had
garrisons in Ttharat and Tilimsin. It seems to be a well-established
historical fact for him for which he does not adduce any
justification. One may remark that Tiharat and Tilimsin were not
involved in the events reported in AH 155 (AD 772). They took
place in a more eastern part of the Maghrib25 .

I think that the attribution of these two coins to the ‘Abbasids
can be debated because it seems that Ttharat and Tilimsin were
never occupied by the ‘Abbasids. The occupation of Tiharat or
Tilimsin by the ‘Abbasids is not reported or mentioned by Abu
Zakariya [2], Tbn al-Athir [11], the Bayan [12], Ibn Khaldun [13]
and many others.

More generally, the most westernly ‘Abbasid positions were in
the eastern part of Algeria, which does not include Tiharat and
Tilimsin (see Fig. 5). According to Abun-Nast®®: "...The army
commanded by Ibn al-Ash’ath, which invaded the Maghrib in 761,

2 Eustache [9] page 349.
» A summary of these events can be found in Julien [15] pages 364-366.
* Abun-Nasr [1] page 41.
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brought the political domination of the Ibadites in Tunisia, eastern
Algeria, and Tripolitania to an end and established ‘Abbasid
authority there... The mountainous territory of the Zab in eastern
Algeria constituted the western limit of the area held by the
‘Abbasid governors. There the ‘Abbasids had an important
military base at Tubna...”.

,/ 'Abbasid El
° ¢ occupation
e  Tharat'!@ E
9‘3 T|||mS|n Zab mountains (2.
3 P )
© Algeria

Fig. 5: A simplified map of Algeria showing the most westerly
‘Abbasid occupation: Tilimsin and Tiharat are situated outside the
area controlled by the ‘Abbasids

A western frontier of the ‘Abbasid authority situated in the Zab
region is also mentioned in the book by Chikh Békri (he cites Al-
Ya‘qubi’s Kitab al Buldan in [6] page 53).

Thus, the attribution of these two fulus to the ‘Abbasids can be
challenged and the next section shows that an attribution to the
Rustamids is credible and highly probable.

3. An attribution to the Rustamid, ‘Abd al-Wahhab

The Rustamid Imamate (AH 160 — 296 / AD 777 — 909)” was
founded in AH 160 (AD 777) by ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Rustam (AH
160 — 168 / AD 777 — 784)® who was a convert to the Ibadt
movement (a branch of Kharijism). The capital was Tiharat (the
new Tiharat®) in Algeria. In AH 296 (AD 909), the capital, Ttharat,
was conquered by the Berber tribe of the Kutamas (allies of the
propagandist, Abii ‘Abd Allah, who had installed the Fatimid
dynasty’"). Its inhabitants were killed or exiled. The refugees went
to the Algerian Mzab and it was the end of the Rustamid dynasty.
According to Ton Khaldun®?, Ttharat was definitely destroyed in AH
620 (AD 1223) or around AH 630 (AD 1232).

The Rustamids attained their peak under the reign of ‘Abd al-
Wahhab (AH 168 — 208 / AD 784 — 824)* and, according to Ibn
Saghir [14], under his reign, the Rustamid Imamate extended from
Tilimsin to the limit of Tripoli.

It is possible to claim that the two fulus under consideration in
this article were struck by the Rustamid, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, in
Tiharat and Tilimsin because:

¢ both coins bear the name of ‘Abd al-Wahhab,

" Abun-Nasr gives the year AH 160 (AD 776 — 777) for the proclamation of
‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Rustam as Imam ([1] page 43). Zerouki ([17] page 22)
gives the year AH 161 for this proclamation and Bosworth ([7] page 27)
gives also the year AH 161 (AD 778) for the beginning of the Rustamid
Imamate. Depending on the event chosen to date the beginning of the
Rustamid dynasty, the date AH 144 (AD 761) has also been proposed.
However, all historians and sources give the year AH 296 (AD 909) for the
fall of this dynasty.

8 Abun-Nasr [1] page 43 and page 45, the Bayan [12] page 283, Zerouki
[17] page 151.

¥ More precisely (Bosworth [7] pages 27-28, Ibn Khaldun [13] page 183,
Zerouki [17] pages 23-24), a new Tiharat was founded in AH 144 (AD 761)
a few kilometers away from an already existing Ttharat (Old Tiharat). The
modern town of Tiaret is situated on Old Tiharat; New Tiharat is now in
ruins.

30 Abun-Nasr [1] page 48, Ibn Khaldun [13] page 183, Julien [15] page 393.
31 Bosworth [7] pages 27-28, Julien [15] pages 389-393.

32 Ibn Khaldun [13] page 184 and page 864.

¥ The Bayan [12] page 283, Békri [6] page 29, Zerouki [17] page 129 and
page 151.



® under ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Tilimsin was the western frontier of
the Rustamid Imamate,

® the capital of the Rustamids was Ttharat,

¢ Zerouki has shown™ that the spelling of the name “Tiharat”
varied with times and sources. He shows that Ibn Saghir, who

lived in Rustamid Tiharat®, exclusively wrote <2 3 for

Tiharat. This spelling is the one which can be found on the
coins.

Furthermore, the style of these two fulus is similar to that of an
unpublished fals (see Fig. 6) which can be attributed to Idris bin
Idris in Walila (Volubilis, Morocco). Idris bin Idris was the second
Idrisid ruler and the capital of the Idrisids was Walila. There is no
contradiction in this similarity because Idris bin Idris and the
Rustamid, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, ruled in the same period of time (AH
187 — 213 / AD 803 — 828) and (AH 168 — 208 / AD 784 — 824)
respectively).

This fals is shown in Fig. 6 (2.28 g and 14 mm). It obverse bears
the name of Idris bin Idris. It can be translated by “Ordered by
Idris bin Idris™:
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o

The reverse bears the mint name and can be translated by “This
fals has been struck in Walila”:
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Fig. 6: Obverse and reverse of a fals struck by Idris bin Idris in
Walila

4. Conclusion

This article has shown two different fulus struck by the Rustamid,
‘Abd al-Wahhab (AH 168 ~ 208 / AD 784 — 824), in Tiharat and
Tilimsin (Tiaret and Tlemcen in Algeria).

The fals from Tilimsin can be dated the period AH 168 — 198
because this town was controlled by the Idrisids from AH 199°¢.

It has also been written®” that Tilimsin was conquered earlier
by the first Idrisid ruler (Idris) in AH 174 (AD 790). According to
Eustache®®, this taking of Tilimsin by Idris in the year AH 174 (AD
790) can be challenged (it seems to him to have been been reported
to embellish the history of his reign). This important remark is
based on the existence™ of rare dirhams which are non- Idrisid
struck in Tilimsin in the years AH 180, AH 191 and the year AH
198. The attribution of these dirhams to a particular ruler or a
particular tribe is still a problem to be solved (they could have been
struck by the Rustamids but it is simply an assumption). The
history of Tilimsin in these years is far from being entirely known.

* Zerouki [17] page 27.

 Abun-Nasr [1] page 45.

% Bustache [10] page 136, Ibn Khaldun [13] page 867.

*7 For example, see Ibn Khaldun [13] page 785.

38 Bustache [10] page 136.

% Album [3] T434 page 76, Eustache [10] page 136, Al-Maskukat Journal
[4] and Nakshabandi [16].
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Example B (1.96 g and 15 x 16 mm):

Fig. 7: Obverse and reverse of example B

Example C (2.29 g and 16 mm):

Fig. 8: Obverse and reverse of example C



fraction of a dirham. Precisely which fraction is uncertain. The
weight of 0.69 g could be either a ¥ dirham or possibly a worn
half dirham of the 2.20 standard(vide supra). More specimens are
required to draw more precise conclusions.
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