Urban Analysis Case Studies 31

Huwowdtiletothankmy | TRACING URBANIZATION IN EARLY MODERN JERBA!
sdvisor, Professor Renata :
Holod tor her help with this _
paper. i Tarek Kahlaowi

2 AJi Orin ((nstitu Hetional du

Patrimainel, Elizabeth { The Jerba Project, an archaeological survey and study of the Tunisian island of Jerba
Fentress !Ar;erirea)f;"d ! has provided an unprecedented opportunity to examine in detail the assumplions of
g:ﬁ:ffg;.zs ?‘Tm,s;w of  imaodern scholars, most of which were based on textual sources, notably about the
Pennsylvania) ditectedthe £ eocanca of an Istamic urban site within the area of present day Humat al-Sug.? It

Project Ficld seasons took : . . . i
p;:ézcm 1&;6-2000, ansthe  : appears that such a project can cerlainly provide a new face for the island landscape

finalseportis Foﬂhwmi"l?- : and also might very well contribute to the discussion of the forms of human settlement
These institutions aswellas 3, . e . .
the fondation Van Bezchem,  § in the Islamic context. of specuai-antergst are the fqllf).wmg two prgblems_ is the rural
the 1334 Foundation, the ¢ sontiguously built settlement, which will be our definition for the village {qarya), the
gf,f‘:ea,'s;‘ﬂd;e",,o:ijnﬂe : dominant form of ‘rurality'? Do the establishment and the survival of a self-sufficient
Museum of Anthrepotogy and | political system necessarily need a centralized and concentrated seltlement that is a
2:::;:’:‘:3;“;;:?5[?&?:1“ i eity {madina)? For these specific questions, Jerba is an interesting case study. in this
the habus documents was ! paper, | will be addressing these questions within the fimits of the early modern
“:g::‘:h":;'::’p‘iz‘zsaz;'zﬁg  period, that is the time when the impact of the Gttoman rule in Jerba was most acutely
[} H . . -
Project, MichaetFrachesti | felt. The extensive collection of habus® documents from the early medern period
-;"*?‘ef slimapsofthe  {serves asamajor source in this discussion.* The case of Jerba certainly draws
TQjECE, aR e drawings H . . . . .
: lh;sjpape, were me.esﬂu of 1 attention to the ambiguity of some terms and concepts that we are using without
;0516"0':“';" he‘;’ee" Eha : much diserimination in the Islamic context, notably garya and madina. At this stage of
(2 AT e Bubiot { the project, we can only offer an initial set of analyses, and not yet the full range o
i ¥Thg Horth Alrican Lerm i contributions that the consideration of Jerba shnuld be able to provide to the study of

S ihe tem
habus french ransliteraton; - 3 urban and sural settiement forms.

‘habous)will be used to
- desighate the deed of

- endowmend of & pious
Teundetion instead of wag/,
the more common term used
in, lslamlc !egal literatuse.

E_arly_Mod_em Origins of the Fermaticn of the City of Humat al-Suq: the Case
i of the Neighbourhoad of Jami' {J.) al-Ghurba™

E\{é_n_ though seme quarters of the contemporary city of Humat al-Suq were part of the
 Jerba Project transect, it was almost impossible to conduct any walking surveys in
1 this densely built-up area, as was also the case on other urbanized sites. Siill, the

i pro lem of “the formation of a city” in Humat al-Sugq, located around the nucleus site
. iof lhe market {al-sug), is an essential aspect of the problems raised by the project.
o The !extuai sources {both historical and archival} provide a reasonable and realistic
allernative {for the moment) 1o surveys of other archaeological research of this
art cular dred. We have chosen the monumem of J. al:Ghurbia"as the centre of the-
esent ahemalwe study because of j its major role in !he subsequent formation bolh
‘of the city of Humal al-Suq and of the Sunni commumty on Jerba.: .

J. al-Ghurba'; the main Mahkl_mosque on the ;sland is Iocaled inthe eastern pan of
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, . . B $ i ableto examing and to study
Ghurba’, we find there the only Hanafi mosque on Jerba, the J al-Turk, i 176 documents.A cotalogue
The habus documents of Jami' al-Ghurba” are the largest series of documents fora  {  of these documents by the

X . . s . g i author will be avaitable
single religious site within the available Jerba habus documeqls. More 1.han one :  electronically withinthe
document dated between 1160 H and 1250 H tells us that prominent Sunni famifies  {  fosthcoming publication of

such as al-Jimni, al-Minyawi {aka al-Minyi or al-Shahid), and al-Hanafi al-Turkiwere § the Jorba Project
owners of large estates (manazi) around H, &l-Suq, and at times around J. al-Ghurba’ i $The local pronunciation is

. 10 i i ak-Ghueba'instead of the
itsell {documents 123, 124, and 125)."% In an 1197/1783 private habus document related Chiet Arabic promunciation

{o the family of al-Minyawi we have a clear description of the properties of this { al-Ghuraba, which means
i i family concentrated around J. al-Ghurba’ and its cemete i the=strangers », Fora
prominent Sunni family v i detailed deseriptien and 2

(document #196). {Fig. 2} The series of documents that record the habus of ihe mosque commentary on J. al-Ghurba'
i see al-Mrabit 24-29,

fig.2

Diagram of the
neighbourhood of al-Ghurba®
Mosque onthe basis ol a -
habus document dated - -
1157/1783 (document £.186} -~ -

rravesges

includes the exchanges [mu‘awada) of its habus propemes walh nev p |
owned by the Wahbls surely an |nd1cauon of the conscious, geo

- after he had purchased it from a Wahbl famn[y {Bm
_ _'-.The habus related to th
- Bumallal, Tawrtt -] wh

__ ; The vanous descnpuons ol lhes p _'pen sE int to.a:pattern of
o dlfferenlthan lhetradmona[patlern ‘which characterizes the




detailed description and a
commentary on J. al-Shaykh

of Humal af-Sug see al-
Mrabil 15-17.

¥ For 3 detailed description
and a commenlary on J. af+
Turk see al-Miabit 22-24.

Fg.3 )
Diagram of the Mahbut

{amily’s manzd on the basis of
3 private document dated

1264/1874

3We have 28 documents
related to the habusof J. al-
Ghurba’ {det 32 to 114, dcks
23 to 125, and det 198}, Even
though the attschment of the

Sunni population Lo this

mosque goes back to the [ale
medieval petiod {as is shown
in the F44% habus decument
menticned in Jbn Azzum’s
falawas, |See Gasim, Vol.2:

387-383) the degree of
attention that the

Sunni/Maliki had tent this
_'mosque during ihe Oftoman
. period in oider to mark their

economic and sotial

presence on the islandis
"+ unprecedenied. Its qole in the
" weakening of the Wahbis is

reflected in the latter’s

"+ ‘expressions lin an eary
modern poem) of “fosing it”

: tothe "strangers™ ghuraba’
{Ja'biri, 337) lts “minaret”
overlooking Humat al-Sug
‘was an unbearable image for

the early modern Wahbi

- -imaginary- probably - -

- signitying to them the
."elevated place that the

- *foreign” eetigipus group, ie
) '.""'thé'_Sp’ni_ni.'Wi_s’ enjoying” "

Jeading Sunni ﬁgures in:

derba especra"ydanng the .
“-eighteenth centiny are ©.
included in Magdish’ Nuzha:
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 form. To the north of the “Gru’ transect”, and precisely within Humat Bazim, we came
! across a wide flat agricultural field with some ruined habitations and water

{ installations surrounding the current habitations of the Bukhubza {aka Mahbuli}

i families."

! The "Mahbuli's manzd” is demarcated to the northwest by a small cemetery of the

{ family and to the southeast by a mosque/zawiya by the name of Sidi Bus'id. The

i description of their estate is, in effect, provided through some of their private

_, documents that were made available 1o us,
One of these, which included an order sent
from the Bey of Tunis to the governor of
Jerba Rustum Basha, contains a 1284/1874
detailed description of the entire astate, on
which we have based a visual
reconstruction (Fig. 3). This document
includes a delineation of the properties of
Muhammad al-Mahbuli Bukhubza al-Jirbj
(d. 1284/1874} in Humal Bazim and
mentions a saniya to the east of his house
(manzif suknah), which was bounded by 2
tabiyainils south and east ends, and by a
channel {saruf) t6 the north. The document
also identifies the enciosed space as a
ayih and mentions the existence of more than one makhzan (storage hut) The manzif
dentified as being “all the houses {adwar) and makhzans” and all thatis "in it™ (lands
nd saniya-s, is delimited to the south by the mosque Sidi Bus'id and the owners
nclude other famities than Muhammad's.

he same patterns can be found in Ibadi/Wahbi in Jerba like the area surrounding the
osque of Ibn Ya'ta (document # 74 1088/1672) or the properties of the families of tbn

Imghar (document # 195 1194/1783). During the survey conducted within the

 framework of the Jerba Project we have frequently come across the ruins of early

{ modern manzils. This is the case notably of manzil al-Gish'iyyin {Humat al-Gish'iyyin is

{ south of Humat al-Suq towards the centre of the island), which is a large complex of

i composed basically of two manzils of the same unknown owner. (Fig. 4)

The manzil, a self-sufficient and enclosed pattern, was the basic form of settlement in
Jerba before the inflow of the Sunni population and afterwards when the fatter ~
i appropriated it. Therefore, in principle, nothing would designate it as an ibadi form of
! settiement. Itis rather a Jerban form of settlement. 1t is also the dominant form of

-~ § settlement that defines the general rural nature of the Jerban landscape. This was,
however. possible only until the nineteenth century when the fall of the Wahbi self-

rule coincided with the emergence of the first urban siles in the island since Late
Antiguity. By this time, however, Jerba landscape had became par( of lhe lbadls
re!rg;ous rhetoric and delence of lheir prmcuples

Jerba Landscape and lhe 'Sunmzarmn of lhe Ibadls Thought
The pmhlem of urbamzanon in Jetba seems lo have becoms, at feast from the point of
wew of the Ibadls 2 rellglousldocmnai lssue At 1he end of the elghleenlh cenlurv. an

; ¥ ﬂ:rmmg the predommanlly ;ural aspectofJerha_ . Lo
: _he Jawab al-isala al- Ghadams:yya" written by an unknown IbadifWahb scholarm ST
1210/ May-June 1795, ongmallvarespunseto an anti dufWahbl epistle.
.lalns arare |nSlght into the IbadlfWah posmon loward
When |ust|fy|ng lhe JB!bl Wahhl refusal on Jerha to _
j cific Iandscape pletum he
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sometime during the early
modera period in some areas
of Jerba, including in Humat
al-Gru’, The Mahbutiyyin
seemtoba ene of the major
tribal factions among many
cthers that god drawm ints the
internal conlicts af the istand
lowards the end of the
seveateenth century,
According 1o the Wahbi
chronicle, The Episties
{Rasa‘is) ol al-Milati, many
Asab tribes especially
Witghimma and Winamma
wiere brought to the islang by
the order of the cusreat
governor Sa'id [bn Musa fbn
Jiud [d. Y037/1685) to help
him in his fight against his
brother "Abd al-fiahman. To
do so, he seems to have
helped them setile on the
island. The suppartess of his
brother, however, were nat
based on ahlJirba but on
other Aszb tibes from the
mainfand, including the area .

fanded in Ajim by passing :

- through the small island of

~ Qataya gh-Bahriyyaina il

* tailed atack ageinst the Arab
sllies of his bfo!he! Among
the Arab tribal

main reason-has been the absence of the “Jusl Imam”.
Dusing the Rustumid imamate of the ninth century in Tahart, there had been a Fnday. :
mosque mas;rd al- ;amr where the Fnday prayer was lead by the Hustum;d imam

the Ibadls refusal to huld a Fndav prayer happenad after the faII olthe imama
Tahart. Even though we do not have sufficient evidence from the lbadi
Jerba whether or not they ever held Friday prayer during the medi ]

- lime, various indications point to the tact that was known more gene

" early modern period, namely lhal the Ibadis refused to hold
early fourteenth century fong account ahuut Jerba reports the ib
“communaf prayer because of the absence of lhe “dust lmam {al-H T;anl 121),

. echoing earlier spurces, such as al-Bakii he ibadis of Jerba, all
- the same, and there were no speclal pra Fi ¢
oF IsIand Were the same and there was no indication of the usual-Sunni funcl

:llgabu"'l(sreat Mosque) in Huin'at al- Hashsha wa
- adl




publication of the Jerha
Projecton « The Mosques of
Jerba v,

> Forinstance in Suhnua's
Mudawwvana the conditions
ol the Friday prayer include
mainly «a concentrated
village thatils houses are
contiguousto each other »
and = the village thal has
continupusty linked
buitdings », which might have
one market or more (Sulinun
tbn Sai'd 152-153)

€ 1n 3 Gharzati's Mhya “among
the conditions of the Friday
prayer is » the location: [the
friday praye:} is not
permitted in the desens and
wilderness of evenamong a
community inhabiting tents. i
is required only in a location
that has a1 least a group of
forty buildings [famities]. » He
also specifies: « it is not
permitted in villages {gerya)
of logations {baladl that have
lonty dispersed houses. » {3l
Ghazali Vol. 1: 238)

7 {n this context we ¢an
explainibe existence ol
-~ vafious breatises dealing
- exclusively with the holy
- . dimensions of the day and
. the prayes ol Friday. See: al-
.- Nis@Ts alJumi'a ang
- ak-Sayydls al-lam’a fi
" Khasd'is Yavem sl-Jumu'a.

18 & scholat from al-Yuasi
-:family -from which would
‘come those who supporied

the inftiation o the Friday

- prayer (al-Hitati 60) and from
which eriginated the major
case of conversion to

- Malikism from Wahbism

durinp the eighteenth century  §

- {a:-Meryemi Vol, 2 351) was
among the main figuses who -
piact8 orted the -

Shaykh {a)-
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| buildings") is essentially a Sunni argument, either for the Maliki' or the other Sunnj

: groups.’® Among the Sunnis, it is even possible to notice veneration not only for the

{ Friday prayer but also for the day of Friday itsell.'” This is just one of the many
indications from which we can perceive that not only the Ibadis were implementing
Sunni arguments but also that their hard core was using the Sunni law 1o delend other
{ non-Sunni traditions. These processes take place during the later part of the early

¢ modern period, the time of dissolution of the Ibadis hegemony over the island. |t
seems that by the nineteenth century only some “pockets of resistance” among the

: Ibadis still refused to hold Friday prayer.

¢ According to al-Hilati, the main Ibadi reporter during the seventeenth century, the first
Friday prayer evec held in Jerba was during the time of Musa Ibn Said ibn Jud in

! Safar1079/July 1668 with the support of some Ibadi scholars, notably from al-Yunsi
family (al-Hilati 60). The problem of the Friday prayer at this time was apparently the

| subject of significant controversies among the Wahbi scholars and it cannot be a
mere coincidence that a trealise banning the Friday prayer was written by a
contemporary scholar, Abd Allah al-Sidwikshi, during this period (al-Hilati note 169).

: The choice of J. al-Shaykh of Humat al-Suq, located in the main |badi market in the

! north, as the site of this "Sunni” innovation would have been a particularly pointed

i one,

{ It is important to notice that J. al-Shaykh was the subject of major architecturaf
transformation in 102871618 ordered by the pro-Tunis governor Sa'id Ibn Jlud to
commemarate his victory against his brother after a vislent struggle over the

i governance of the island. The introduction of forty- two domed vaults (Al-Mrabit 15)

i was entirely unique compared to the standards of the Ibadi religious architecture on
Jerba. {These changes were characterized by al-Hilati as “unique™: al-Hilati 24). For
{ that reason it should be understood as a conscious decision to imitate Gitoman

{ architecture.'® The neighbouring J. al-Turk, the typical Ottoman mosque on Jerba with
! its round minaret and dome, was probably built by the end of the sixteenth century{al-
{ Mrabit 22-24), thus making it the most likely model imitated by the builders of J.
 al-Shaykh. The dome seems to be the common language of the pro-Ottoman groups

i of Jerba during the seventeenth century since it was also the model followed in J. al-
Ghurba’, whose superstructure was entirely rebuilt by the 1640s with the introduction
. i of one of the argest domes ever built in Jerba {al-Mrabit 29}, These reconstruction

: projects also expanded the prayer hall, obviously reflecting the growiag population in
: Humat al-Suq, a fact indicated by Abu Ras {Abu flas 98). Thus, it was only since this

ime, and al this market area and around it that the earliest known urban settlt_e_rnenl
ince the Islamic conquest on Jerba was being slowly formed. “Al-Sug al-Kabir™, alse

becoming a madina with its own jami*. A space without cities” the basic - .
esignation for Jerba in the non-Jerban representations, either textual of -
artograph

epresentations of Jerba -

2 Jocation of “many gardens®

nown by the toponym of “Sug al-Khamis” and Jater "Humat al-Sug” was ﬁn_?ﬂv R

ic, throughout the medieval and early modern ge'(iods.' finally had a city : ' :

rom the medieval period, one of the main - - .
“man basalin kathira).
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inhabitants of the island but also the Arabs of the maintand (Leo 399). Likewise, atthe | (¢ eastemand souther

tieginning of the nineteenth century, the Jerban chronicler Abu Ras al-Jirbi describes sheighes represening
Humat al-Sug (he calls it the "great market” al-suq al-kabir) as simply a “weekly d’”"'e“.' ""“‘"-b"‘m”?’
matket” held in Monday and Thursday among six other waekly markets throughout
the istand. He uses the term the "cities™ (mudun) only when he describes the “ancien
rins™ {athar gadimal, which are the known pre-Isfamic sites (Meninx, Haribus,
Burgu...}. As for the contemparary landscape, hs talks about the huma, an ambiguous
term meaning generally a rural quartes but not exactly garya (Abu Ras 76-88). -
Therefore, his overall representation of the landscape of the island corresponds with
the contemporary unknown Ibadi scholar of the Jawab al-Risala al- Ghadamswya
menlioned previously. : :
The cartographic sources provide a clearer image of the usual visitors” ampressmn of
the island, also corroborating the textual sources. On Piri Reis’ map of Jerba dated at
the beginning of the sixteenth century, the only sites mentioned are lhe coastal fons
and some mosques {Piri Reis 699).2' Although the map was essennally pan of
Reis’ military report of the island-Jerba would be one of the major bases forthe. -
Ottomans’ sea battles in the Mediterranean during that cenlury-it was the garliest:
cartographic representation made specificatly of Jerba. However, Humat al-Sug -
any other urban site for that matter-was net reprasented, obv:ously bec useitwas
nota city, merely a weekly mafkel as lhe contemporary account of Leo Africanus
indicates,
Likewise, in the eventual Eumpean eng;avmgs olJerba mad
Ottoman 1560 war over the istand, the presenl-day area of
by an exaggerated representation of the fort of B (
of vegetation is also informative; even lhough the emphasis on
impact of the coastal landscape on the imagin ry of the engraver, the
plantations and the absence of urhan. centres mir
textual sources that always record the predom!
overwhelming presence of tree groves.
The same impression of the Jerban Iandsca
the nineteenth century- more than !nriy years aftar Ab
Students of the newly founded MJIrrary Schaol of Bard




Fig. §

{Left) Bardu Mititary School
map 1850s. {Right)
Transliterated map

de Gerbi{Monchicourt 30-38
and Fig. It} This first
accurate map of Jerba made
by non-Muslims was
reproduced in many copies
preserved in various libraries
including the Bibliothéque
Nationale in Paris and the
British Museum. [tdepicts
an episode dated probably te
June 1580, i.e., belore the
defeatin July of the Spanish
garrison batricaded in Burj
al-Ghari Mustala and after
the naval battle fought weeks
earier. Unkke Reis" map, the
elements composing the
drawing were not meant to
give the general topographic
description of the isfand. This
map is invstead a visual
representation of a specific
moment in 3 mifitary canflict
as depicted by a
contemporany witness whoe -
was mostly refated 1o the
Spanish army itsell, The
purpose of the engraving as
parl of a Gazeftathalis
- supposed 1o bring Lo the
. _reader an exciting moment of
"news, explains the emphasis
on the military momeat rather
than the geographical
- represeptation of the island.
- The disproportionate scales
of the ships {galere}, the
forzesses, and the army
barricades in telation to the
- geogeaphical scale point to
. such an intention. S4M, the
U map s ult of infosmation,
raostly unkrovmn in the
. previous sources, about the
xisience of many smalt -
riresses, which are
identified with their name,
though, genprally misheard
andwrongly Icaled like

lying
viedge ol canography
e read throughout. Fnr
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: built one.

¢ More importantly, the major, and basically the only, presence of the various invaders
was confined within the forts themselves. Forinstance, the Catalans in the fate

i thirteenth century and early fourteenth century avoided adventuring inside the island
as the account of a local military leader of these forces, Ramdn Muntaner, suggests.

: Their movements were restricted afong the coasts -except when they were supported
| by their local allies (Muntaner Vol. 2: 533-621). The same can be said about the attacks
i and the movements of the Spanish forces during the sixteenth century {al-Hilati 28-41
i and Monchicourt 86-104). On the other hand, the IbadifWahbi shaykhs during the

{ medieval period (Bani Yahrasni and Bani Smumin] or in the early modern period {Bani
i Jiud and Bani "Ayyad) continued to locate themselves on their estates a good

: distance away from the forts and coasts. Especially of high interest is the agcount of
i al-Sghayyir 1bn Yusut about Shaykh Sa’ d lbn JI d {d. 1739-40} whose activities were

: mainly centred on his private estate in Sidghiyan where it seems that a small-armed

{ force of slaves was protecting him, He would go twice a week to the market in Humat
al-Suq where he exercised his prerogatives as the highest legal authority in 2
 periodically held but temporary court, - a pattern following the periodic but temporary
¢ market. Just like his ancestors, he had good reason to stay away from the forts: the

i small Ottoman force that was located near Humat al-Sug was directed to assassinate
i him probably because of his involvement in the intrigues of the power struggle in

¢ Tunis {al-Sghayyir lbn Yusuf 176-181}.

he military forces that came to Jetba tried to break down their isolation in the forts
y seeking to control the interior territory throughtocal alfiances-Muntaner records a

i remackable instance, when he tried to enlarge the fort territory into a nucleus of a
ortified village, He made an attempt of recrganizing the local population by the -

xpu!smn of his enemies, the Ibadi/Nukkaris, and the concentration of his allies, the .
badifWahbis around al- ﬁashnl the fort. He built a small surround with many huts and

: provided them with rations of food,28 The textual, canographlc, and habus sources

% show us thai such atlempts were short lived, however. '

'The ihad self sufficient system of govemance based both on the polmcal guvemance
i !mashyakh._at al-hukm) and onthe strong fegal authority of the rellgsous elite {al- -

“Azzaba)® survived for more than eight cenluries without the need to found a cenlral L
and densely built-up site. Such survival was in close harmony with lhe_economlc '
fthe istand based on 2 dlspersed but denseiy packed form
'be called "the manzil order”. The questlon stands h wave
ldeologlcal apparatué ' RS
would have been directly instrumental or resyons&ble for the estahhshmenl and the
pemstenc ofthe'manzrl form of settlement. : Gther Ibadl concenlratmns alsewh
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since the seventeenth century, it was only during the Frenc‘h_ occupation that the
present lown of Humat al-Suq really grgw, .as the French military maps between 1686
and 1909 {Fig. 6] show us. The Ottemanization of Je_rba.was barely manifested in its
rusal seitiement pattern. The matks of the Ottomanization were obvious in religious
architecture onfy in @ lew areas. T The introduction of a non-badi population that
was supported by the Beys of Tunis; resulted in the building of various religious
centres especizlly in the area of Humat al-Suq, for example the Madrasa al-diminyya
during the eighteenth century (Maqdish Vol. 2: 436-448 ant_f 462-467). The incoming
population was alse given the highest legal power on the istand, a fact that certainly

helped them ta enhance their wealth and to contribute to the fiabus properties of their

mosques, notably the mosque of al-Ghurba’. The market of Humat al-Suq sose in
importance as trade relations quickened in the new Ottoman context, either with tha

parly commercial relations with Istanbul [Veinstein 395-410), or with the establishment

of a strong market of the Jerban merchants in Tunis, {Plantet Vol. 1: 384, 389, and 392}
or with the direct trade relationships wilh the European markets from which
commercial correspondents were sent to Jerba and Humat al-Sug from the
seventeenth century onward. (Grandehamp Vel. 8: 20 Fevrier 1686 and val. 10: 30 Mai

1701}. The Sunni elite that was concentrated mainty around Humat al-Suq settled and

grew in econemic (and political} power stilt within the pattern of the traditional form
of setilement, the manzil. Even though the Gttomanization of Jerba played an
important rele in preparing the ground for the break- up of the Jerban traditional
fandscape by enhancing the commercial trade, especially through Humat al-Sug, it
did notimmediately enable the emergence of contiguously built sefllements, be they
cities or villages under the Qttomnan rule.
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