
there were some 2,000 dhows in Bahrain alone,
and 130 were built there yearly. Small numbers con-
tinue to be built in Bahrain and elsewhere in the
Gulf, still with the planks of the hull formed into a
shell and the ribs then fitted to them.
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DHUFAR

Southern geographic region and governate of Oman.

Dhufar comprises about one-third of the total area
of Oman and is environmentally and ethnically dis-
tinct from the rest of the sultanate. Its mountain-
ous interior receives monsoon winds, resulting in 
a wet, temperate climate suited to cattle grazing.
Dhufar also produces frankincense and possesses
several oil fields. Many of the 125,600 (1993 cen-
sus) residents speak ancient South Arabian dialects
that predate, but are similar to, Arabic.

After a period of nominal control beginning in
the 1820s, the Al Bu Sa�id dynasty of Oman began
to assert more permanent authority over Dhufar in
the 1890s. The province remained administratively
distinct, even having its own coinage. An uprising
erupted in the late 1960s due to Dhufari dissatis-
faction with Al Bu Sa�id rule. The more enlight-
ened reign of Sultan Qabus ibn Sa�id after 1970
removed much of that dissatisfaction, and by 1976
the separatists were defeated. The province, along
with Muscat and Masandam, remains under a gov-
ernor who reports directly to the sultan, but it has
been integrated more fully into Oman through 
economic and social development. Salala serves as a
secondary capital and Raysut is now the second
largest port in Oman.

See also Dhufar Rebellion.
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DHUFAR REBELLION

Armed insurrection against the ruler of Oman in the
southern province of Dhufar (1965–1975).

In 1965, the Dhufar Liberation Front (DFL) initi-
ated an uprising against the rule of Sultan Sa�id bin
Taymur Al Bu Sa�id of Oman, whose neglect of so-
cial and economic development in the Dhufar re-
gion was especially pronounced. At first the uprising
was primarily a tribal separatist movement, organized
by the DFL in a part of Oman never meaningfully
integrated with the rest of the sultanate, and it re-
ceived encouragement from Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

The course of the rebellion changed dramati-
cally in 1968 after a Marxist state had emerged in
neighboring and newly independent South Yemen
(People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen; PDRY).
The uprising then had a secure PDRY base and a
steady flow of money and weapons from the Soviet
Union, China, and other Communist states that
also offered training to the rebels. The movement’s
goals were reflected in its new name, Popular Front
for the Liberation of the Occupied Arabian Gulf
(PFLOAG). By the end of 1969, PFLOAG con-
trolled all of Dhufar except for a coastal enclave
around the capital, Salala. When another rebel
movement, the National Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Oman and the Arab Gulf (ND-
FLOAG), emerged in northern Oman in 1970, dis-
affected Omanis, including the sultan’s exiled
uncle, conspired with military advisers from Britain
and with Qabus ibn Sa�id Al Bu Sa�id, the sultan’s
son, to depose Sa�id. Qabus, who came to power in
July 1970, made defeating the Dhufar rebellion his
first priority.

Support from Britain, especially in the form of
seconded and contract military officers, was crucial,
and Iran’s supplies of material and manpower were
important in countering a determined insurgency
in mountainous terrain where, for half the year,
monsoon weather severely reduced visibility. Also
significant were Jordan’s loan of military officers
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and large financial infusions from the United Arab
Emirates, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia, all of which
feared the radical leftist threat.

In 1971 PFLOAG and NDFLOAG merged, be-
coming the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Oman and the Arab Gulf. The insurgency, however,
succumbed over the next four years to Qabus’s com-
bined military, political, and economic initiatives,
including, importantly, amnesty for rebels who laid
down their arms. The success of the government’s
counteroffensive was reflected in the rebel move-
ment’s assumption of the more modest title Popu-
lar Front for the Liberation of Oman (PFLO) in
1974. By the end of the following year, only isolated
pockets of resistance remained in the rugged inte-
rior, and the rebellion essentially ended.

See also Al Bu Sa�id, Qabus ibn Sa�id; Dhu-

far; Ibadiyya; National Democratic

Front for the Liberation of Oman and

the Arab Gulf; People’s Democratic Re-

public of Yemen; Popular Front for the

Liberation of the Occupied Arabian

Gulf.
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DIASPORA

The dispersal of ethnonational groups.

The term diaspora is derived from the Greek verb speiro
(to sow) and the Greek preposition dia (over). All di-
asporas have in common significant characteristics:
They result from both voluntary and imposed mi-
gration; their members wish to and are able to main-
tain their ethnonational identity, which is the basis
for continued solidarity; core members establish in
their host countries intricate organizations that are
intended to protect the rights of their members and
to encourage participation in the cultural, political,
social, and economic spheres; and members main-
tain continuous contacts with their homelands and
other dispersed segments of the same nation.

Ethnonational diasporism is a widespread peren-
nial phenomenon not confined to the Jews, al-
though in many contexts the term is presumed to
refer specifically to the Jewish diaspora. Some eth-
nonational diasporas are dwindling or disappear-
ing, but other historical, modern, and incipient
diasporas are multiplying and flourishing all over
the world, including in the Middle East.

Middle Easterners of various ethnic backgrounds
permanently reside in foreign host countries within
or outside the region; simultaneuosly, Middle East-
ern states host diasporas. The larger diaspora com-
munities in the Middle East include Palestinians,
Egyptians, Yemenis, and guest workers from else-
where (Chinese, Pakistanis, Koreans, Vietnamese,
and Filipinos) who reside in the Gulf states and in
Saudi Arabia; Armenians, Druze, and guest work-
ers from Romania, Turkey, the former Soviet
Union, Thailand, the Philippines, and African coun-
tries residing in Israel; Palestinians, Druze, and Ar-
menians in Lebanon; Palestinians, Druze, and
Armenians in Syria; and Sudanese, Palestinians,
and a small number of Greeks in Egypt. Some of
these diapsoras, such as the Armenians, come from
established states, while others, such as the Kurds,
Druze, Gypsies, and the Palestinians, are stateless.

Age, dispersal in and outside the region, group
size, status, organization, and connection (or lack
thereof) to their homelands influence each of these
diasporas’ positions in and strategies toward host
countries an d homelands. Because of globalization
and growth in worldwide migration, their economic
and political roles have become increasingly signif-
icant.
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DIBA, FARAH
[1938–]

Queen of Iran, 1959–1979.

Farah Diba, born on 14 October 1938, was the only
daughter of Sohrab Diba from Azerbaijan and his
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