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Abstract 

Omani naval power during the reign of Imam Saif  bin Sultan Al Ya'arubi 

(1692–1711 AD)

A Study in Foreign Policy and Building Regional Influence

By Habib Abn Marhun Abn Saeed Al-Hadi 

At the dawn of the modern era, the Islamic world faced an overwhelming wave of colonial 

expansion, as European powers sought to dominate vital maritime routes and commercial hubs 

across the East, aiming to control global trade and natural resources. The western Indian 

Ocean—comprising the coasts of the Arabian Gulf, the Arabian Peninsula, western India, and 

eastern Africa—became a major theatre of this imperial contest, as vast areas fell under 

Portuguese domination for more than a century. Yet, divine providence granted this region 

enlightened leadership embodied in the Imams of Oman from the Yaʿ rubi dynasty, who 

confronted the colonial advance with a comprehensive liberation project that reshaped the 

geopolitical balance in the western Indian Ocean and inaugurated a new era of regional 

stability, prosperity, and sovereignty. 

This study examines Oman’s foreign policy during the reign of Imam Saif bin Sultan al-

Yaʿ rubi (1692–1711 CE) as a distinguished model of Islamic leadership that successfully 

employed naval and diplomatic power to achieve regional peace and security while 

consolidating Oman’s independence in the face of European expansionism. The research adopts 

a descriptive-analytical methodology, drawing upon historical documents, maps, and primary 

and secondary sources to uncover the intellectual and strategic foundations of Omani foreign 

policy during this pivotal period and to assess its political, military, and economic outcomes 

across the broader Indian Ocean region. 

The first section explores Imam Saif bin Sultan’s policy of consolidating security and 

promoting peace throughout the western Indian Ocean through a comprehensive strategic vision 

grounded in the unification of the Omani interior and the enhancement of the state’s maritime 

and commercial capabilities. The second section analyzes the outcomes of this policy, which 

combined firmness and pragmatism in confronting colonial powers, as the Imam pursued a 

systematic offensive strategy aimed at liberating Portuguese strongholds and securing 

international navigation and free trade. 

The study concludes that the era of Imam Saif bin Sultan marked a strategic turning point 

in Omani foreign policy, transforming the state from a defensive actor into a proactive regional 

power. His leadership institutionalized the principles of maritime sovereignty, preventive 

diplomacy, and regional balance in an era marked by intense global competition. Furthermore, 

this Omani experience provides valuable insights into the enduring concept of peace through 

strength and exemplifies an early form of ethical realism in Arab-Islamic political thought and 

practice. Keywords: Imam Saif bin Sultan al-Yaʿ rubi, foreign policy, the Portuguese, western 

Indian Ocean, Omani naval power. 
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Arquivo Nacional Torre do Tombo (ANTT). Corpo Cronológico, Parte I, Maço 89, Doc. 6, ―Batalha Naval 

perto de Ras al-Hadd,‖ Fevereiro 1650.
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Arquivo Nacional Torre do Tombo (ANTT). Cartas e Relações do Estado da Índia, Caixa 212, Doc. 34. 

English translation in: Records of the Portuguese Empire in the Indian Ocean, 1698–1711 (Lisbon: Universidade de 

Lisboa Press, 2019), p. 117. 
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