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1928 scholarship in Paris, first trip to e, TR
Ii-%: - doctor of philosophy degree e
193216545 (wo-year scholarship at Sorbonne
and the Collége de France
1934-1¢ 3¢ Assistant lecturer in the Department of
Y ncient History of the Jan Kazimierz
University in Lvov
1939.. 1494

~ (nderground activity during the IJ
World War, in the Fighting Armed

Union, then renamed into the Home AR
Army -

11.1544 — imprisoned and interned in the

Officers’ Prisoner-of-War Camp
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IADEUSZ LEWICKI
(1906 1992)

One of the most outstanding Polish orientalists. a scholar with a4 wide range of
0
4 generous man

On the 22nd of

IMICresty, a teacher of several generations of orientalists and above all
modest, cheerful and warm-hearted, Professor Tadeusz Lewicki died
November, 1992 in Cracow,

Professor Lewickt was born on the 29th of January, 1906 in Lvoy As a foyr.
oen-year-old boy he took part in the defence of Lvov against the Ukrainians In 1919 In

1923 he obtamned his secondary-school certificate after attending the VIIIth Kazimier,
Wirelki Grammar School in Lvov. Then he began his scientific career, entering the
Humanistic Faculty at the Jan Kazimierz University in his native town. The versatility
of subjects which he took up proves his extensive interests. At first he studied law znd
then Semitic languages and cultures (Arabic and Hebrew philology), ancient and early
mediaeval history. During his studies he was employed as a junior assistant in the
Ocepartment of Near Eastern Studies at the Jan Kazimierz University in Lvoy. In 1928
he left for Paris where he studied Eastern languages and political science, thinking aboyt
a diplomatic career. From Paris he made his first trip to Africa. On his return to Lvoy he
undertook his studies at the Jan Kazimierz University. In 1931 the Late Professor
recerved his doctor of philisophy degree after presenting his dissertation on the history of
North Alrica in the early mediaeval period, written under the supervision of professor
Zygmunt Smogorzewski, the distinguished Lvovian Islamists.

T'he next important stage of Professor Lewicki’s scientific career was his departure to
Paris on a two-year scholarship at the Sorbonne and the College de France. During his
stay 1n France he started collecting materials for his dissertation concerning the history of
Slavs and Arabic philology on the ground of al-IdrisT’s work, the XIIth century Arabian
geographer. He also studied the history of the Muslim sect of the Ibadites. This led him to
M'zab and Wargla in Algeria, where he spent six months in ibadis communities gathering
new source materials, and where he was engaged in the study of old manuscripts
concerning that sect. This research resulted in a series of articles and books.

On his return to Lvov, Professor Lewicki worked as an assistant lecturer in the
Department of Ancient History of the Jan Kazimierz University till March 1940, when
university was renamed the Ukrainian University. During that period, between 1934 and
1539, he collaborated with the eminent professor, Tadeusz Kowalski, the internationally

lamous orientalist from Cracow, who soon became his friend. Professor Lewicki also
attended his lectures. | |
In 1939, World War II broke out and interruped Professor Lewicki's scientific
activity. In 1940—42 he was a worker, at the same time he was engaged In underground
activity in the Fighting Armed Union (ZWZ)*. This organization made it possible fﬁ;
him to escape from Lvov and from Gestapo persecution. At that time he assumed !
name Teofil Laskowski and arrived in Warsaw, where he was assigned undergrout

work in the microphotographic section of the Propaganda and Information

(B.1.P) of the Home Army. In the autumn of 1943 he was sent as a reporter to th¢
Infantry regiment in Zamos o
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the liberation of that camp by s FISonge;

Germany 1n the American Oceup
great orientalist was a teacher in ( .
Mechanics of the 11 Corps in ltaly (Fey SCCondary and the 1;6 .
Next he was evacuated to | Eor ke
in Italy. It was there that he cntered int " the Anders',
Viadimir Minorsky, 0 Colla

dissertation, entitled Poland and
Geographer al-Idrisi in the Book
habilitatus in 1949. Although the w

parts of 1t had been lost during the war and Professor

After the death of professor T. Kowalski, in 1948, the Professor was appointed head

of Fhe Departlillent of Oriental Philology, which in 1972 was transformed into the
Institute of Oriental Philology. In 1954 his nomination as professor came, and seven
years later he received the degree of full professor.

Apart from scientific and didactic work at the Jagiellonian University Professor Lewicki
was also connected with the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN) as chief of the Department
of Numismatics at the Institute of History and Material Culture. The Department of
Numismatics was taken over from the Polish Academy of Sciences by the Institute of
Oriental Philology in 1969. A few years latcrf Professor Lewicki inclg;iﬂed fin :;s ?Eﬁ,my

' ' ' studies are of great importance especiaily lor the nistory
studics Ol sourQeS_. ThOSfeCentral and Eastern Europe. The Professor had initiated
of the Slavs and other nations O

i wterial for the
reparing the first part of Arab Source Materia
—a year: ?leggg I1)11 Il?emembram:f: of the millennium of the Polish State.

History of Slavic People - f the Faculty of Philology of the
v g appointed Dean ol the y 0l0}
In 1960KREROE meesjol-fe ‘:'sd 553 post for two years. Professor Lewicki was the

Jagicllongg Diaiverpl el mittee of the Polish Academy of Sciences for many years

president of the O is initiative, in 1958, the Oriental
and till hiﬂ emy of ciences was ﬁlablhshéd
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| owicki retired. After his retirement the P”’fe‘i‘ior

b Until s death he eagerly continued to assist young orientaligty |
.4 ’it‘l\" | . . .. : 241 4 | v & y .
eS¢ Oy spportunity for Hstening to his lectures could consult ¢

4 | | e | " | ‘ :
Those W his home. 1t would be difficult to overestimate his contribygi,
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wm‘\\?h 500 works (papers articles and books) resulted from Profe“(,r
1 -"ﬂf do ‘ . : . * ’ ) 1 :
* med with the history of the Muslim sect of the Yicki'y

badit
rope, Africa, Central and South-East Asia on the bmsqo;‘"d the
Mique

‘Carch in

sentific activity conee
madiacval history ol bu

AR .~ Arab sources.
iam \u's\!dt‘d h\ : : , y
( .\‘lnng st of works on Ibadiya written by the late Professor makes him An

quthority in the field. The Ibadi mm-luscripts analysed and commented by the Pioz': |
comprised account relating to thc' h_IS:tOTY and gcogf aphy of t'h-e A'rab Peningyj, (Omap Wi
.nd South Arabia), geographical division qf the Ibadi communities in North Africa o
as Africa is concerned the Professor’s studlf:s on Berber on(?mastics, the hiS'tory °fB¢rhq M:
tribes and their islamization are a very lmporta-nt contribution to Bel'berology‘
The mediacval Arab sources led Professor Lewicki to the discovery of a North African
Romance language which survived up to the eleventh century. The studies on i
language enriched his previous interests concerned with Maghrebian Arabic d; \ M
The second main branch of the Professor’s research was connected with the history of |
the Slavs. His publications and comments on accounts of early mediaeyal Ank
geographers related to Poland and the neighbouring countries made accessible to Polish
historians a great deal of data for the history of Central and Eastern Europe. Additionally
the Professor commented the materials supplied by the late-mediaeval Hebrew sources
concerning this subject. His studies on the material culture of the Slavs in the MidlleAges
are noteworthy as are the result of his work in the field of oriental numismatics

(particularly concerning hoards of Arab dirhams found in Poland).
As 1t has been shown above Professor Lewicki gained the high esteem as one of the
most eminent historians and phililogists. The scope of his investigations proves his

-

multilateral interest: ethnography, archeology, economic history, social organization, etc
Also noteworthy was the of Professor’s participitation in various congresses in Eurog

and Alrica. In the sixties, the seventies he made many trips to enrich his investigatioss.

The last one was to M'zab in 1984.

Ten years after his retirement, in recognition of his scientific
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}n Arabic philology and history Professor Lewicki obtained the ho 10118 R
rom Wroclaw University. He was awarded the highest honours — Zioty Krzyz 285
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