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The Path of “Al-Shira’” among the Ibadiyyah and Its Influence
on Contemporary Islamic Movements
A Descriptive and Analytical Study
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Department of Creed, College of Creed and Da‘wah, Islamic
University of Madinah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: sulaim.1@hotmail.com
Abstract:

This study aims to examine the concept of al-shira’ (self-
sacrificial combat) among the Ibadiyyah, clarify its intellectual and
theological foundations, and reveal its influence on the formation of
certain contemporary Islamic movements that have adopted similar
perspectives regarding the state and society. This path represents one
of the intellectual manifestations that emerged in the early Ibadi
environment, influenced by the theological and political disputes that
arose during the formative period of Islam—particularly those related
to faith and disbelief (iman and kufr), loyalty and disavowal (al-wala’
wa-al-bard’), and the limits of dealing with opponents.

The research presents the Ibadi understanding of al-shira’ as a
path chosen by some followers of the sect to sacrifice their lives in
pursuit of what they perceive as reform or jihad, based on specific
interpretations of the sacred texts. It analytically explores the
historical context in which this notion developed, the stance of Ibadi
scholars toward it, and its presence in classical and modern Ibadi
writings. The study employs both the descriptive-analytical and
comparative methods to highlight the similarities between this
concept and ideas adopted by contemporary extremist and jihadist
groups in the modern era.

The findings reveal that al-shira’ constitutes a manifestation of
extremism in religious understanding, founded on distorted
interpretations of the revealed texts, and leading to deviation from
the objectives of Islamic law in preserving life and ensuring social
stability. The study further indicates an indirect influence of this Ibadi
concept on certain modern Islamic movements that embrace a takfiri


mailto:sulaim.1@hotmail.com

A e Yoo sslaatalyll e el al ol
i allg 5a i D) melall Aol cilelentl 3
YYey na ol allgda  aall (_\ i@/ ;\J 8yolal ij))’ng Lol 8
J ﬁ_ﬁm dwlydg yoye
or confrontational approach toward regimes and societies, drawing
upon the same intellectual premises found in early Ibadi thought.

The research concludes by emphasizing the importance of
distinguishing between Ibadi theological heritage as a historical
intellectual component and the misuse of some of its notions to justify
violence or rebellion in the name of religion. It also recommends
expanding comparative studies in Islamic theology and movements to
trace the intellectual roots of extremism and deviation and to
establish the correct legal stance grounded in moderation and
balance.

Keywords: (Path, purchase, Al'ibadyah, groups, modernity).
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