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"de sa propre culture. Muhammad Arkin, “Langues et religion dans le Ma;
indépendent” in Les cahiers de confluences. Les cultures du Maghreb, Maria-Angel
(dir.), préface de Paul Balta (Paris : Ed. 'Harmattan, 1996), 83-109.
" Cf. a ce propos notre travail de D.E.A, plus particuliérement le troisiéme ch;
intitulé « Domination réelle, domination illusoire », in Quelques aspects mythique
torique dans la Risdla de Amhammad Atfayyash (m. 1914), (dir.} P. Ph. Rey, (Univ
Paris-VIII, 1996), 57-66. :
T80 Cette attitude a conduit le chef d’annexe de Ghardaia & contraindre les far
et & exercer sur elles des pressions pour qu’elles envoient leurs enfants & I
publique. Quant & ceux qui ont cédé aux pressions, ils ont limité la scolarisati
leurs enfants au niveau du Certificat d’Etudes primaires. Certains, pour échap
la pression, ont fait remplacer leurs enfants par des enfants nomades. '
¥ Ismael Hamet dit & ce propos que les Mozabites demeurent le seul gr
musulman réfractaire & toute pénétration européenne. I. Hamet, Les Musu
Sfrangais du Nord de I'Afrique (Paris : Ed. Armand Colin, 1906), 289.
% Ce sont des conflits qui ont opposé principalement les coalitions de clans
composent les cités mozabites.dont I'origine est étroitement liée a leur struct
tribalo-segmentaire. :
® Cf. a ce sujet 'étude de Salah Bendrissou qui ¢'intitule : Institut al-Haydt 1
1962 : un exemple d’école réformiste ibadite au”M Zab, (dir.) René Gallissot (D.E.
Maghreb, histoire et sciences sociales, Université Paris-VIII, 1993/94).
% A. M. Goichon montre que Muliamynad Atfiyyash (m. 1914) a Iui-aussi rer
illicite la pratique de certaines fétes et céllfémonies d’origine berbére, une attitude
s’explique probablement par le fantasme du convert atteint par 1'obsession
pureté, qui oublie ce qu'il était en se dépouillant de sa propre histoire jusq
endosser I'identité du conquérant. :
8 Il existe a Ghardata dewwhalga, I'une est apparentée aux réformateurs, autre
conservateurs. R . o
% A ce sujet, on lira avec profit 'étude de Pesah Shinar consacrée au rapproc
ment éphémeére intervenu entre ibadites réformateurs et malikites, P. Shin

..« Ibadiyya and Orthodox Reformism in Modern Algéria », Scripta Hierosolymitana,
9,(1961) : 97-120.

Leonard C. Chiarelli

THE IBADI PliESENCE IN MUSLIM SICILY

i sect of Islam originated in Iraq during the first/seventh century, but
jes soon travelled west to the Maghrib where many Berbers, who had
converted to Islam, became followers. The Ibadi missionary effort cul-
with the establishment of an Ibadi Imamate by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
in about AH 160/AD 776. Many Berber tribes in North Africa became
d with this state while establishing good relations with the Aghlabids,
ruled modern-day Tunisia and Tripolitania. When the Aghlabids
their conquest of Sicily in 212/827, members of Ibadi Berber tribes
ong the Muslim forces. With the establishment of Muslim rule on the
Ibads tribes from North Africa began to settle there. Arabic and Ibadi his-
urces suggest that their communities in Sicily became part of the Ibadi
etwork that flourished between sub-Saharan Africa and the Mediter-
The rise of Ibadi commercial interests on the island may have led Ibadis -
nto conflict with the new Fitimid state that replaced Aghlabid rule. It
possible that some of the struggles between the Muslims of Sicily and the
d central government in Ifriqiya were due to Fatimid attempts to control
adi trade network and to undermine the economic power of the Ibadi tribes
island, much as they had done in North Africa.

-

storiography of Muslim Sicily and the Berbers

RIOD OF MUSLIM RULE IN SICILY began with the Aghlabid conquest
island in AH 212/AD 827 and ended after the Normans, who had
their assault on Sicily in 457/1061, finally compelled Noto to
tulate in 483/1090. Muslim communities remained active through-
e island for more than a"century, however, and it was only when
erick II Hohenstaufen (r. 1208-50) defeated their struggle for auton-
and then transferred their leaders to Lucera in southern Italy
1246) that the last vestige of these communities disappeared.’
espite its importance to Islamic history and especially the history 9f
nedieval Maghrib, the study of Muslim rule in Sicily only began in
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oks in Arabic devoted to the study of Muslim Sicily.” In it, he
thnic groups that migrated to the island during and after the
‘conquest and notes that many of the tribes involved were
He later compiled an anthology of the Siculo-Arab poets an%
men of the island, including some with Berber tribal names.
porary Tunisian historian, Mohamed Talbi, has gone further
t the part played by Berbers in the conquest of the island ar}d
s their impact on political developments under the Aghla;lsa{d
800-902) in Ifrigiya and Sicily.” He has also used toponyms "~ in
s of the demographic history of the Maghrib® and in his work
ghlabids in Ifrigiya, especially in relation to Sicily. Anothfer
ork containing a general survey of Muslim Sicily is Taqi al-Din
Gixi’s sigilliya, published in 1980." o
yove references to anthroponyms and toponyms indicate the
ice of linguistic studies in finding clues to the Berber presence
m Sicily. Numerous works have appeared on the ‘sub]ect. For
Dionisius Agius of the University of Leeds has written a land-
dy on Siculo-Arabic (the Arabic spoken on the island during the
period) in which he acknowledges that Berber tribes populated
d and the influence of Berber on the Arabic spoken there.” The
Sicilian linguist, Alberto Varvaro, has also considere‘ed. the ques-
e language—or, rather, languages—in use on the island W};]en
bout fhe Berber settlement of Sicily and its possible impact.
e recently, Alex Metcalfe has written a wonderful volume on lanz:
n Norman Sicily entitled Muslims and Christians in Norman Sicily.”
book, he states that “there is no shortage of indirect evidence for
presence generally with a number of toponyms that are remi-
f Berber tribal names, observations which were first made by
e Amari.” He goes on to say that “[a] continued Be.rber presence
Norman period is supported by anthroponymic ewden;e, Whgre
ens of references from villein registers, witnesses and signatories
the foremost Berber tribes.” Metcalfe correctly observes that
was purely a spoken language which did not ”challsnge Latin,
k or Arabic,” all of which were used in record-keeping.™
search conducted by Luigi Serra, the Italian specialist on Berber
1ding Ibadi) dialects at the Istituto Orientale in Naples, has shed
n Berber settlement in southern Italy and the words that Berbe}fg
ibuted to local Italian dialects.® Serra indicates that Berbers not only
d in southern Italy’s small and short-lived Emirates (such as tl.le one
ari*), but also that some Berbers moved to southern Italy directly
‘Muslim Sicily.” Serra does not, unfortunately, discuss the Berber
nce in Sicily in any great detail or consider a possible Ibadi presence
- nor does he specify which Berber words may have passed into

the nineteenth century, with the pioneering work of the Sicilian
rian, Michele Amari (1806-89). Amari used local Sicilian docu
from the Norman period and Arabic, Greek and Latin historical
known at the time to bring the island’s history into the broader co
of European and Islamic history. He began to write his groundbrea
. three-volume work, Storia dei Musulmani di Sicilia, in 1854.” This d.
history, which took him eighteen years to complete (1872), not onl
ers the period of Muslim rule, but the subsequent Norman perio
well. A new edition of Amari’s Storia, revised by Carlo A. Nal
appeared in 1939.” Amari also published, under the title Biblioteca a
sicula,’ the Arabic texts that he had amassed while researching his b
This work remains, to the present day, the most important collectio
Arabic sources on the subject. It is still in print in a revised Italian tr.
lation prepared by Umberto Rizzitano (1913-80), a professor of Arab
the University of Palermo.’ v
Another significant work related to‘the history of Muslim Sicily:
published by one of Amari’s cqntemporariles, Salvatore Cusa (1822
Cusa went through the island’s major Church archives and colle
manuscripts in Arabic, Greek and Latin that went back to the Nor
period. In 1868, he published a two-volume compilation of these d
ments, I Diplomi Greci ed Arabi di Sicilia,” which contains a wealth of
nic and demographic information about the Arab-Norman per
Amari used this work in order to write his Storia and it is still a valu
resource for modern historians.
= Two of Amari’s students, Celestino Schiaparelli (1841-1919)
Tgnazio Guidi (1844-1935), inherited his passion for the history of
~lim Sicily and passed it on to their students in turn. By the middle o
twentieth century, this unbroken chain of transmission was represent
by Francesco Gabrieli (1904-96¥ of the Oriental Institute at the Univer
of Rome and Umberto Rizzitano, who established, in 1959, the Unive
sity of Palermo’s Chair of Lingua e Letteratura Araba (Arabic langua,
and literature) as well as the Institute of Oriental Studies there. Rizzitan
continued in Amari’s footsteps by focusing upon"Muslim Sicily in hi
work and teaching, and by drawing his students into the field. Bo
Rizzitano and one of his students, Adalgisa De Simone, recognized an,
mentioned the Berber presence on the island.® Indeed, De Simone h:
occasionally used anthroponyms to identify the Berber tribes that settle
in Sicily in her extensive works on the island’s history, language and 1
erature under Muslim and Norman rule.’ Separately, the Sicilian hist
rian, lluminato Peri, has written on Sicily’s Berber settlements and th
island’s demography under the Muslims and the Normans.™ :
Of course, the history of Muslim Sicily has not been the exclusive pr
serve of modern Italian scholars. The late Thsan ‘Abbas published one
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+ Sicily.” Their research not only strengthens the case for Berber eleme

- Sicilian. Indeed, as the archaeologist and historian, Ferdinando Ma

~ologists as Ferdinando Maurici,” Franco D’ Angelo,* Giuseppe Cast
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ysical characteristics that confirm the presence of Berbers, as
has observed, the impact of Berber on Sicilian has hardly been exp bs.*
The major sources documenting the Arabic words—and, to a les
extent, the Berber ones—that have left traces in Sicilian and It

dialects are the works of Girolamo Caracausi” and Giovan Battista
. s+ 28

for an Ibadi presence in Muslim Sicily ‘

he afore-mentioned scholars has ever discussed or rec:?gm'zgd
resence in Muslim Sicily. The first reference to Ibadi_s n Sicily
de by the Polish historian and specialist on Ib::"xc_'h history,
Lewicki in an entry entitled “Ibadiyya,” pubhshec'i in the sec-
tion of the Encyclopaedia of Islam” Lewicki based ,hlS assertions
[uslim Sicily on Abii al-Rabi’ Sulayman al-Wigyéni s still unpub-
jography of Ibadi shaykhs, Kitab al-siyar,* which has also been a
ource for the present article. I have added to this evidence by
g [badi literature and medieval Sicilian documents for addi-
information on toponyms, anthroponyms and the history of the
in North Africa and Sicily. To the best of my knowledge, the oﬂy
holars who have used Kitab al-Siyar have been Mal)‘mﬁd Isma‘il,
es the book to support his claim that Ibadi groups rmgrat_ed to thi:
after the fall of Tahart,” and the Ibadi historian, Sulayman Basha
Gni. '
Arab conquest of Sicily began in 212/827, WI}ep the Aghlabid
ty in Ifrigiya (encompassing modern-day Tumsm ?fmd western
litania in Libya) launched an expedition against the 1sland'at the
st of the Tebellious Byzantine naval commander, Euphemius (ci;
29), who sought their help in taking it from his fo?mer masters.
pedition’s military forces, which were accompanied by Mu’shm _
ous leaders and others® were composed of Arabs, Persians,
usians and Berbers. Members of all of these groups settled on the

The study of Muslim Sicily entered a new phase as historians and
«ourse, archaeologists began to supplement data found in liter;
sources with physical evidence. The French historian, Henri Bresc, ]
contributed numerous articles on the history of Sicily during the Ar:
Norman period and beyond. He has used toponyms to identify’
tribes and individuals who founded settlements during the islan
Muslim period and has also noted striking similarities between tra
tional North African structures and Sicilian ones discovered dur
archaeological excavations. His writings attest to a significant Ber
presence on the island after the Aghlabid conquest.” Annie Courtea
and Jean Mouton have also wrjtten on Arab and Berber settleme
using toponyms and anthroponyms to document this settlement and
population’s commercial activities.” Jeremy Johns has done extens
archaeological work on Norman Sicily and has written many articles
his finds, especially around Monreale,” as well as an historical analy
of the adoption of Sicify’s_eariier Fatimid administration by the Nor
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Excavations and published works by such Sicilian and Italian archae
lana® and others® have revealed further evidence of a Berber presence in

in the toponyms of Sicily’s various towns and villages, but also points
Berber influence in the ceramic works produced during the perio
After studying these ceramics, D’Angelo has reported that, in mos
cases, there is no difference between ceramics from Sicily and Nortt
Africa, primarily Tunisia, and that the only method of distinguishing
them is by chemical analysis of the clay.” Other excavations have shed
light on the Berber use of troglodytic dwellings, which was their tradi
tional practice in southern Tunisia and Tripolitania. Ferdinando
Maurici’s book on Muslim Sicily* and his other groundbreaking works"
confirm the settlement of a large number of Berber immigrants and their
use, in particular, of troglodytic dwellings, a point also addressed by
Henri Bresc. Bresc notes as well that the fortified villages in Sicily, and
especially their use of silos (ghurfa in North Africa and Sicilian urfa? ) are
like those of the Berbers in North Africa.®® Excavations of burial sites
have often revealed that the inhabitants of various towns were buried
with their heads pointed towards Mecca, while their skeletal remains

e:Arab chronicler, Tbn ‘Idhari (fl. seventh/thirteenth century), con-
_that members of the indigenous population of North Africa,
wn in the Middle Ages and today as the Berbers, were among the
ors who took part in the conquest of Sicily.” (I’Ee; Berbers prefel.: to
emselves imazighan, that is, ‘noble or free men’.” ) Somfz hzs'toncal
gs also mention their settlement. The geographer am_:l hlstcln.an,' al-
di (d. ca. 346/957),” and the Moroccan historian, Abi al-Qasxm ibn
ad ibn Tbrahim al-Zayyani (d. 1249/1833), who wrote his general
ry of Islam, Al-Tujuman al-riughrib an duwal a1~Ma‘lshnq Wal:-
chrib, much later, both say that Berbers migrated to the island and
ed throughout it.* A clear indication of Berber se’ctlercnent can alsq be
d in the work of the Maliki legal scholar, Abl Ja'far A_]qun_ad ibn
sr al-Dawiidi (d. 402/1011), who mentions, in Kitab a{—amwa], _]rus com-
ntary on the status of the lands occupied by Muslims during their
quest of Sicily, that Berber groups or tribes took part in the conquest
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orming the majority along with a mixed :A_rab12ed and
population (Arab sources call the.m Afariga) that was
to urban centres.” It is quite possible, moreover, that
cio-political organization at the lhocalvlevel—and ZSPT
thern portion of the island—was tribal in nature an rf -
d by urban norms or the use of the Arabic langua'oe&.
ain the extreme rarity of written records from the perio

of Sicily and then settled on its lands.® As in the case of Spain

ing warriors arrived in Sicily as members of organized tribal
After the initial conquest, a steady stream of immigrants a
North Africa, fleeing the famines, civil wars and religiou
afflicted the region from the fourth/ninth'to the late sixth/
turies.” Preliminary studies indicate that these settlers arriv
“"numbers, attracted by the fertility of the island’s soil, whic]
known and excellent for the production of the same crop.

* North Africa, especially wheat, barley, olives, grapes and figs
land was readily available for the previous century had seen
nomic decline and depopulation of Sicily owing to a series o
that had struck down many of the island’s inhabitants from 5
One study of these plagues speculates that they caused Sicil

E)yéxist in Sicilian. Indeed, Luigi Serra has 7fooumd traces oﬁ
gﬁage in some southern Italian diale'cts, even thoug
nt in southern Italy was less extensive 'than it wasfm
ursory research on Berberisms in S1c111an reveals, for
the Berber word shushsh, which is used in th,ega_xbal Nattisa
olitania and means ‘to excite’ or ‘to provoke’, is very sim-
ﬂian sciusciari, “to incite’, if the Latin verbal ending (an)&:s
e Sicilian zzaaghja or ‘needle’” appears to be based upgré ‘ ?
{ éagl’zéya, which means the poin; Qf a'lance or daggeri t ngle
erber word for ‘he goat,” zimmz,” is v;érmally identical to
wmury, which has the same meaning.”* Granted, thfese exam-
but it seems clear that there are traces of Berbf:r in S1c1%1a.n
‘comprehensive linguistic survey of the various Sici ﬁ
1 not only provide evidence for a Berber presence on the
also help to pinpoint exactly where that presence was gr

island’s relatively greater water supply, which made it less sus;
to periods of severe drought and kept its pasturage Iush for th
of livestock.®
Some scholars indicate that these North African settlers to
included refugees and “economic’ migrants from Tunisia and v
Tripolitania. Malegni and Guglielmino both suggest that a sizeabl
ber of the inhabitants of lirigiya fled to Sicily” during the famin
upheavals that afflicted” North Africa from 246/860 to 537/1142.° I
migrations to Sicily are recorded during the great famine of 395/100
when rich and poor, urban and rural abandoned their homes fo
. island.” A similar influx occurred when the Arab tribe of Band F
~entered Ifrigiya in 451/1059.% Even during the period of Norman
(465/1072-591/1194), many from Ifrigiya escaped to Sicily when thr
- ened by severe famines (537/1142-43 and 543/1148-49) % As we ha
already seen, some Arabic sources specifically tell us that Berbers
among the migrants from Ifrigiya. .

There is scant linguistic evidence for a large Berber presence in
lim Sicily, but this is unsurprising due to the scholarly focus upon Ax
bic usage there, as well as the fact that few academics have attempted
bring any aspect of Berber studies to the Sicilian context. The assum
tion that there are no Berber-words in Sicilian and the scarcity of Berb
place-names derived from tribal appellations has led some scholars.
conclude that there were no purely Berber-speaking population centr.
on the island during the Muslim period.” Such a conclusion is proble
atic, however, since the majority of North Africa’s population spo
Berber until the latter part of the S5th/11th century, with Arabic servin

f the Berber groups that settled in Sicily belonged to the‘Ibaﬁh ~
ect, a main branch of the Kharijt movement that arose in t ?
s of Islam.” The first Ibadis to arrive in Sicily were rz}einblgrs fh
ading Aghlabid forces. A large part of the Aghlabld_s t:]}; v
ontingent was composed of members of the ﬂawma Afi e,
he largest and most influential Berber groups in North ica
the second/ eighth to the fourth/tenth cen.tur;rg. They were a I;o
the staunchest followers of the Ibadi doctrine. .Accordmg toh n
n, Hawwara support for the Aghlabids I:?egan in 196/811, w. .ebn
rebellion against Aghlabid rule in Hrigiya cfauled and the" }:r.lbe
the leader (imam) of the Ibadi Rustamid state, ‘Abd al-Wahhaxf 1hn
am (171/788-208/824), to negotiate a truce. Under the terI.ns of the
the Hawwara ended thejr rebellion and beEar_ne, for a t}me, supl-{._
s of the Aghlabid regime, much like other Ibadi Pferbe]{ tnbe;s, s1jlc

e Zanata.” One of the leading commanders of the invasion o 1S)1C y%
awa ibn Ni‘ma al-Khalaf (fl. third /ninth century), was a member o

tribes of Hilal and Sulaym migrated to North Africa in 444/1052, th

Ibadi source tells us that Berbers lived in cities and towns on the
Arab population of Ifrigiya probably numbered in the thousands, with

ast of Sicily, as well as in the interior, for example, in the region of
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wis and Wardinis."” The Righa was a tribe of central Algeria™ and
aklata, a Lawata branch of the Nafzawa,™ inhabited the Ibadi
hold in southern Ifrigiya. The Masallata and the Misrata were
ortant Ibadi tribes belonging to branches of the Hawwara, which
ted much of Tripolitania."® All of the tribes mentioned above are
wn to have professed Ibadism from the eighth to the middle of the
enth century.™”
illages from this p erber tribes adhering to Tbadism are also reflected in the names of
Og men;bers of B e of the g&ids who divided up the island and established their own
ibits mention s themselves. Spacy cipalities after the central government in Palermo lost power in
make the poi?ij’j.’l %ﬁ‘e]erzxfreivam foponym, but ‘ 1045. Q7’id “‘Abd Allah ibn Mankiit controlled the western region of
was located near Messina * y, including the coastal cities of Mazara, Trapani, Sciacca and
i’ sala, while Qa’id Ibn Maklati held Catania and its environs. Their
es clearly indicate that they belonged to Ibadi tribes or that their
stors were members of the Ibadi contingent of the conquering Agh-
forces. Mankiit, also spelled Matkiit, Madkiid, Matkiad and
askiid, due to differences in Berber dialects,” is the name of a tribe
longing to the Hawwara group of Berbers' and one commonly found
ong the leaders of Ibadi communities in the Jabal Nafiisa region of
politania."” Ibn Maklati bore the name of a Berber tribe belonging to
Nafzawa group, which was also related to the Hawwara." The
afzawa was a branch of the Lawiata, according to Ibn Khaldan, which
d played a major part in advancing the cause of the Ibadi Rustamid
te in southern Tunisia."" During the third/ninth and fourth/tenth
and turies, the Nafzawa region of southern Tunisia, known as the Jarid, -
di sec s an Ibadi stronghold.™ The Maklata were allies to the Aghlabids and
ght against Fatimid rule along with the Lawita and the Hawwara.™
Indications of an Ibadi presence on the island add a new element to
the study of Muslim Sicily. After the Fatimids conquered the Rustamid
tate at Tahart in 296/909, we know that the Ibadi community in North
" teenth century. It i Modiuni unti Africa dispersed and established small semi—indellofndent enclaves
tribe of Madv : - ; throughout North Africa—and, it seems, Sicily as well."™ An appendix to
throughout ﬁ?ﬂﬂi&;ﬁ?gﬁ?iﬁ? the Ku,{-mya, an Ibﬁd_i tribe foung -Shammakhi’s Kitab al-siyar mentions that Ibadis dwelt in regions span-
North Africa, the Lamaya, which wa. ae1 mosl‘s Important I_bagjh tribes in § ning the North African coast all the way across the sea to the city of Qasr
Madyiina, probably cave it T e, ﬂslo rte ated to the Kiimiya and t ! anni (Enna).”” An Ibadi source states that his community prospered on
Corleone, and Lamia, near Mineo Thi € towns of Rahl al-Maya, near |{ the island™ and benefited from confessional ties to North Africa, espe-
also called Al-Maya ™ ‘ ia was ially with the island of Djerba, which was the Ibadi spiritual centre.”’
: ence, although their presence in Sicily originated with a military expe-
ition, it seems that the Ibadli tribes that settled there also sought to ben-
p s fit economically by establishing a new outpost in the trade network
le such as al-Riohi al. - - b€, or profession) of pe etween North Africa, Europe and the Arab East. Besides commerce,
E)und alongsidljltgiiz’ naqlaul:/I ali?‘et:r,eaLMasaﬂau anfi .al_Misraﬁm may adi groups may also have been motivated by the desire to find a
Y nces to Hawwaris, Zanatis, Lawati egion, as they had in North Africa, where they could freely practice

_ A glance at the names of Sicilian towns and v
reveals that. a large number of them derive fr
tribes adhering to the Ibadi sect or from the tribe

{i centre of Jabal Nafisa in Tripolitania®
aftisa, a prominent supporter of the Iba
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their religion in autonomous or semi~autonom0us communiti
a strong possibility that some of the refugees from the Rusta
Tahmt, settled in the region of Noto, where records from th
Ele%qd {n(a_nﬁon a settlement called Tahartina or ‘Little Tahart’
hi- ];syim as a source, Makunﬁd Isma‘il also mentions this rrugr
.. his book, Ale@awan] fi al-Maghrib al-Islami, which asserts th
migrated to Sicily after Tahart fell to the Fatimids in 297,/909.*
- After the fall of the Rustamid Imamate, ciispersed Ibadi cc; »
in Nort}} Af'rica resorted to a state of secrecy (kz'ﬁhén) in order fc][c:m
fmd maintain self-governing institutions that were inde endenf
mdlepenfient of the Fatimids or whoever held ceni-ralf;uthor‘
regions in which they dwelt.” It seems likely that the Ibédis1 of
mirrored this quest for independence—in their case, from the ¢
ment at Palermg—and ‘attempted to establish semi-autonomou:
munities In various parts of the island. At the same time, h
Ibadis practxf:mg kitman would have been eligible to hold céntr""
ernment positions as military officials, gadis, teachers, or other
of the Islamic religious establishment; even tho*:1 h the e
opposed the regime and its ruler.” The total silence ofgmediegal y
Greek and. ;ann sources concerning events in the region of E :
50111_ﬂ'1ern Sicily suggests that these parts of the island avoided ﬂl{gl
¥o‘1t1c§1 struggles fchat gripped Palermo and Agrigento in arti
his raises the poss1bilit)/,/;lluded to above, that ’this?:egion Wapé an
ﬁfﬁfﬁ:ﬁnﬁf e;njoyed som;;l autonomy and escaped political
o government. Interestingly, " si
* Ing events in the region south of Ennf, };J?}? zcs)ué(:le:a s'ﬂi?;e ;ci)i
Janun),. contmued. after the division of the island amonfitie a"g'cilé
Ba}"r:'c_mg the activities of one of Sicily’s little—knownofbédiqtribe
S ch]ana, may give us sonae notion of the Ibadi impact on the i
n Hawqal reports that the inhabitants of Palermo included mem

m West Africa to Qayrawan, such as Fez, Tahart and Tobna.™
ources indicate that members of the Barqajana were at
1st, Tajanna and Palermo at approximately the same time, that
d 360/970,"” but reports of their presence in Fez, Tahart and
er to an earlier period.”® At the beginning of the third /ninth
tribesmen are mentioned as owning part of the land that would

e Idyisid city of Fez in Morocco.™ They were also found near
a1 towns north of Tahart, at Ighzar,™ the environs of the Banu
' and possibly at Warglan.™ In the second/ eighth century,
d al-Rahman ibn Rustam (d. 171/788) established his capital in
city of Tahart (144/761), the Barqajana tribe was already estab-
the fortified town of Old Tahart, called Hisn li-Bargajana'™ and
wn as Qal‘at Hawwara.™ There is no reason to believe that the
ana did not participate in commerce in the new city of Tahart.™ If
‘they may have moved to other trading centres, much like other
ibes in the area, once Tahart fell to the Fatimids.
presence of the Barqajana in cities and towns along the major
African trade routes strongly indicates that they particip ated in the
aharan trade network of the Ibadis. Their presence in Sicily hints
possibility that this network extended to Sicily. Tbn Hawgal, for
le, tells us that Palermo was full of merchants,” and other sources,
s the later Geniza records, indicate that it was, in fact, a major trad-
b As ‘part of an influential and extensive commercial network
etched from Morocco to Tripolitania and from sub-Saharan Africa
Mediterranean coast,™ the Barqajana and other Ibadi tribesmen
d naturally have linked Sicily’s economy to established markets to
uth. Here, it is important to recall that the Ibadi trade network was
ssional’ as well as tribal.”
ther piece of evidence is the prominent role of Ibadi tribes in the
aharan gold and slave trade, and the fact that Sicily was a major
- point for these commodities.* Tbadi merchants were also heavily
ed in trade in foodstuffs, such as wheat, olives and olive oil.™
was a major importer of oil and a major producer and exporter of
and barley. We know that Sicilian Ibadis raised grain because al-
+ni mentions them, in Kitab al-siyar, as asking questions concerning
llection of zakat (alms for the poor mandated by shari‘a law).** Per-
Tbadi merchants trading in grain in Ifrigiya, which was a main
ter of Sicilian wheat, were selling the produce of Sicilian Tbadis:
, sale of wheat, black and white slaves,” and other products and
andise to North Africa allowed the island to acquire the gold
d for coinage, such as the quarter dinar ox ruba 9, which became,
the end of the fifth/eleventh century, the main currency used in trade
nly in Sicily, but in southern Italy as well.™

Islam) claiming a conmection wi
' S ‘ ith those who had conque
151}6111.113. .A'ccordmg to al-Ya'qiibi, the Barqajaria were a i?erbfei
tvirl Zr originally mlgrated west from the region of Barga in Libya af
e Arab advance into North Africa. The tribe first moved to Qayr y
anir thle)n further west to Tahart and beyond.™ ™
abic sources place the Bargajana in man j :
. y of the major co
Sfleir;t(;rgs bo; I;Tbo_r? 1;lx‘tg:r)lczi at t]:llg time, especially along ﬁ"ade]route?;n:r}i
adi esmen.” Members of the trib in-
West African trade centre of Awd th other seoos
est aghust, along with other '
If111‘1q1ya, namely, the Naffisa, Lawata, Zanata and Nafzawa gtirﬁflivffr
ta_ir C;veig-known Ibidi tribes active in the trans-Saharan go/ld and sl
ade.™ The Barqajana also inhabited towns and cities on the major tr:
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If the Ibadlis played an influential role in Sicily’s commercial
this may have led to political conflict with the Fatimid regime,
Ibadi involvement in the rebellion to remove by force the Fatimid
ernor of the island, Ibn ‘Attaf al-Azdi (329/941-337/ 948).* It is
that, in 335/947, some influential merchant families of Palermo

... Banli al-Tabari, the Bani Madiid or Maziiz and the Banii Jana
" threw the governor.™ The Fatimid caliph, al-Mansiir (334/946-34
- accused these rebels of seizing a government-owned ship
‘cargo.”” Although there is no specific mention in the sources conce
the ethnicity or sect of the rebels, one or more of these families ma
had ties to the Ibadis. The rebellion coincided with an Ibadi rev:
North Africa led by a certain Abti Yazid: one of his apparent goals
to halt Fatimid attempts to control the trans-Saharan trade networ
is, therefore, possible that there was some cooperation between the
ian and North African Ibadi communities to resist Fatimid encre
ments on their lucrative commercial network. One indication tha
two revolts may have been connected is that, after the death of:
Yazid and his son, Abii Yazid's body was paraded through the stre
the old capital city of Ifrigiya, Qayrawan, before Caliph al-M.
ordered that the remains of the two men be shipped to Sicily. The
some cargo, however, never made it to the island because the ship
rying their bodies sa}1i< soon after sailing."” “ :
Since the sources say hothing about the ethnicity of the three m
chant families involved in the Palermo rebellion, we can only specul;
. on this point by considering their names: Band al-Tabari, Ban Mad
* {or Mazliz) and Banii Jana. The niska of the Bani al-Tabari indica
someone from Tabaristan, in northern Persia, so they appear to ha
been of Persian origin. This family or clan may have been part of {
Khurasani contingent of the jund that established or maintained Ag
labid rule in Sicily or it may have been involved in the Rustamid go
ernment of Tahart, which was composed of Persians.™® As for the Ban
Madiid, the name may be a copyist's error since there is no reference
the Arabic sources to a clan or tribe named Madtd. Later in the sam
century as the rebellion, a poet in the Kalbid court in Sicily was named
Abt Hafs ‘Amyr ibn Mazfiz ibn Jalil al-Lawati,™ but little is known of
except that he or his ancestors were members of the Maziiz branch of t
Lawata Berber tribe, which had a presence on the island.™
As for the Banfi Jana, this name is synonymous with the Zanata, ‘Jana’
being associated in traditional Berber genealogy with the founder of the
Zanata Berbers and a name commonly used by members of that tribal
group. ‘Jana’ is often used by Ibadi Berbers of Zanata origin as well.”
However, this fact is obviously insufficient to confirm any connection
between the Sicilian revolt and the Ibadis and we can only speculate

eir relationship until more information on ’Eh(? reV(?lt ig f&)und.t ;
nnant of the Ibadi population may have rem?melcti in ?;2111 ); ﬂ ;

’ : form of autono .
teenth century, perhaps under some o
orapher of North Africa and Spain s renowned poets, 'id
hgxrlillj (610/1214-685/1286), notes in his work, U?Wan all—g,:ﬁrgfref

» pat, that the Sicilian poet, Ibrahim ibn Ma{.l‘t?ub (ﬂ'. b cen.
was secretary (katib) to Ibn Rustami, the sahib or ‘mas -
5 The nisba ‘al-Rustami,’ which stems from the Persm'rtlh nat;ne ]_‘bgdi

i i h Africa, wi e ]
ally associated, in nearby Nort .
l;.:il s’z;te established in Tahart,™ which lasted f?:om 14946;61215
e Fatimid conquest and the expulsion of its leaders in 29: éuth'to
that ti adi tri i d, some going
that time that the Ibadi tribes d15per§e , ,
a:lhaothlzal;s to Jabal Naftisa (Tripolitania) anclf s’ulljI ot}l;:;sr :;?e ;c]nue1

, icily.*” e of a Mus

f Djerba and, perhaps, Sicily.” The name \ TU !
h?thigteenth century Sicily raises new qlilestlolns on ’ftzjv Iﬁﬁ; I?E;(;st

i h. It is also no ,
n the island and begs further research. I o inet
is period, when the Muslims of Sicily were in !
1211:1; I:/t'he Sicilian fleet was sent to attack the Ibadi s:rt%r;o;c;lgi,sﬂz
d of Dj i he spiritual centre o dis
d of Djerba, which had been t . : _ >
i i i king took action agamn
ous centuries.™ It is said that the ' on against
;?35;:3;9 its inhabitants were aiding the Muslim r'ebels_u.l S1lc151y.n t
irm proof of an Ibadi presence in Sicily WOU]FI l;uru’:g a (s)lfganuﬁg:lim

: “studies of the political and economic history

gffz‘;:grtflzi/lag;‘lrib. The indications that we have of their %res;rlzcij
iti i ke historians to consider
activities on the island not only provo sider fhew
ible i ici force them to take a closer loo
ible impact on Sicily, but also _ ook at the
i i h Africa. Scholars know
action between the island and Nort Scholars know 110w
i ici tral position in the Medr
Geniza records that Sicily held a cen o e ntarice,
etwork of the fifth/eleventh and sixth/
éo:gi:; ctis ]]:tewish merchants, but the Ibadi pres:;*nceds;bgw%c?sl’t/sI ucsigjsz
i iti i the island and Ibadi
omic, social and political ties between : Mool
i i also recognizes that Muslim y
the African continent as well. It als g : ety
igi iversi d in the rest of the Islamic wor

ected the religious diversity found in the rest o e
e ti ile si inting to Sicily’s multi-sec
e time, while simultaneously poin Sic ectarian 121
- is is liminary study, it sho

tace. Although this is only a preliminar ,
Zﬁzglriinaf‘)eriod was a significant time in Sicily’s long history and one
at deserves closer study. -
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1 See Julie Taylor, Muslims in Medieval Italy: The Colony at Lucera (Lanham: Lexing-

B l§I(’)l'cl)e}< Zri’? 2?{ﬁon was published in Florence between 1854 and 1872.
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