CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

SOAS

University of London

Historians and Historiography of Hadramawt

Author(s): R. B. Serjeant

Source: Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, Vol. 25,
No. 1/3 (1962), pp. 239-261

Published by: Cambridge University Press on behalf of School of Oriental and African Studies
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/610823

Accessed: 30-12-2015 08:23 UTC

Y our use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at http://www.jstor.org/page/
info/about/policies/terms.jsp

JSTOR is anot-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon awide range of content
in atrusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship.
For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

School of Oriental and African Studies and Cambridge University Press are collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve
and extend accessto Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.

http://www jstor.org

This content downloaded from 144.82.108.120 on Wed, 30 Dec 2015 08:23:27 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions



http://www.jstor.org
http://www.jstor.org/publisher/cup
http://www.jstor.org/publisher/soas
http://www.jstor.org/stable/610823
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

HISTORIANS AND HISTORIOGRAPHY OF HADRAMAWT
By R. B. SERJEANT

Introduction

Hadramawt, properly speaking, is the name of the Wadi, a province
separated from its coast by an empty stony plateau. Each of these provinces
is a distinct entity, though whereas al-Shihr and the minor anchorages of the
sea-coast have played their role in world commerce, the Wadi has been a
backwater, a reservoir of men, warriors or scholars, but the latter have been
influential in spreading the Shafi‘l school of Islam far and wide in the diverse
littoral provinces of the Indian Ocean. The ruined state of so much of the
formerly cultivated areas of the Wadi cannot disguise how much more populous
and important it was to Arabia itself in antiquity, for the Wadi looks inward
to Arabia as well as outwards to the southern seas. Hadrami history, and in .
this essay I interpret Hadramawt in its broadest territorial sense, though
merely an eddy in the main current of events, has an importance quite dis-
proportionate to the size or position of the country, firstly because it was
the fount of Islamic learning for so many lands, and secondly because its
peculiar, ancient, and still surviving institutions can by the comparative
method, throw rays of light upon many an obscure aspect of Islamic and
Arabian history. In the principal towns of Hadramawt a literary and legal
society survives, of a type even more archaic than one could find in such a city
as Fez in Morocco, though I have remarked a great change over the last twelve
years. The chief centres of intellectual activity are the holy city of Tarim
which I picture as very similar to medieval Mecca, Saiwiin, to & much lesser
extent Shibam which is largely mercantile, al-Mukalla, and al-Shihr, but certain
villages are celebrated for families of scholars such as Huraidah and Ghail Ba
Wazir, to mention two only of many, and nearly every village has at least one
or two scholars trained on traditional lines.

Since my first tour in Hadramawt in 1947-8 I have tried, in so far as other
commitments have permitted, to establish the basic data in print relating to
Hadramawt, without attempting to consider its history and civilization in
their more general aspect. This is essential, for, in common with all the provinces
of the southern half of the Arabian peninsula, published, i.e. printed material,
is scarce, and though where history is concerned there is a wealth of manu-
script material at certain periods, when examining the early Islamic history
of Hadramawt we have little source material outside brief passages or remarks
made by authors concerned with other affairs, and generally natives of other
Arab countries beyond the confines of Arabia. Some of the essential tools are
now in our hands. For example Hermann von Wissmann’s maps ! upon which

! cf. our joint article, ¢ A new map of southern Arabia ’, Geographical Journal, cxxrv, 2, 1958,
163-71. 1 relied greatly on ‘Alawi b. Tahir’s SAamil, infra. Further geographical material
from al-Nisbah ila ’l-mawadi‘ wa-’l-buldan (‘ Materials ’, I, no. 11) is published as ¢ Two sixteenth-
century Arabian geographical works ’, BSOAS, xx1, 2, 1958, 258-75.

17%

This content downloaded from 144.82.108.120 on Wed, 30 Dec 2015 08:23:27 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions



http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

240 B. B. SERJEANT

I have verified the place-names to the extent that I reckon they will be at least
80% correct for Hadramawt can be used to follow tribal movements. My
‘ Materials’ ! though requiring much more addition, and some emendation,
do give an initial survey and analysis of manuscript source material, and
The sasyids of Hadramawt® is an esquisse of a larger study which I hope to
develop. The bibliographical content of these two studies will not be repeated
here, nor yet that included in my study of the great Hadrami prophet Hiid.3
My debt to Hadrami scholars in many lands is very great, my admiration for
their methods and industry unbounded, and my recognition of their generosity
in instructing and entertaining a student not of their faith or outlook, sincere.
My contribution has been to collect, record, and arrange what I have seen,
in accordance with the norms of Western scholarship.

1. Source material from the pre-Islamic inscriptions

The great advances in recent years made in discovering, but particularly
in the interpretation of the pre-Islamic inscriptions, means that we shall
shortly have to reconsider not only pre-Islamic history, but the history of early
Islam itself. In the past the interpretation of the content of the inscriptions
has been so far off the mark that they meant very little, but the greater accuracy
in interpretation, and the linking of their content with early Islamic institu-
tions, and, in my view, with Arabic, is altering the whole situation. The process
i8 going to be most uncomfortable for those historians who have become
accustomed to regard the existing history of early Islim as more or less fixed
and finite, and to Muslim scholars wedded to certain traditional interpretations
of history. We are, I believe, on the brink of a major readjustment of our
concepts of this side of Arabian history, but Hadrami history is not likely to be
very directly affected by the adjustment. Inscriptions are rare in Hadramawt
itself, possibly because, to make an analogy with the present day, buildings
were mainly constructed of adobe, whereas in the Yemen stone is more generally
used, and when inscriptions are made to-day they are in plaster, although
funerary inscriptions are in baked clay. There is nevertheless, still much to be
found in Hadramawt, especially in the lower portions of the Wadi where
civilization was highly developed, for in the now deserted Husn al-‘Urr district
there was a whole complex of cultivable wadis forming a rich agricultural area.
Thave two or three fragments of stone inscriptions from this part of the country.
Generally speaking, one seems to find little about Hadramawt in the inscrip-
tions other than names, though I must except the group that refers to the ritual
hunt, examined by Professor Beeston.® Archaeological evidence still hardly
enters into consideration.

} ‘ Materials for South Arabian history’, BSOAS, xm, 2, 1950, 281-307, xmi, 3, 1950,
581-601, referred to in this essay as ‘ Materials ’, I and II.

2 Published London, School of Oriental and African Studies, 1957.

3 ‘Huad and other pre-Islimic prophets ’, Le Muséon, LxvI, 1-2, 1954, 121-79.

4 A.F. L. Beeston, ‘ The ritual hunt °, Le Muséon, Lx1, 3-4, 1948, 183-96.
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HISTORIANS AND HISTORIOGRAPHY OF HADRAMAWT 241

2. The Islamic period

At the time of the Prophet historical information is, relative to the succeeding
centuries, abundant, but my theory is that the Islamic conquests stripped
Hadramawt of man-power for the campaigns and settlements in southern Iraq,
Egypt, Tunisia, and later, Spain. I should, at least, not be surprised to find that
archaeological evidence pointed to the abandonment of irrigated land in the
lower Wadi Hadramawt about this period, as a result of the neglect of irrigation
works become uneconomic through the influx of wealth and departure of whole
groups of people. Most interesting too, is the short account from the K. al-
muhabbar, published by Beeston ! with a revealing commentary on the  apostasy’
of Hadramawt and the part played by the female hierodules of noble birth
therein. - I may say that this passage was not received at all well by some:
Hadramis who considered it an aspersion on their ancestors, although it has
the ring of authenticity ; it did not, however, seem to disturb my Saiyid
friends whose ancestor arrived some centuries later ! This passage does enable
us to some extent to bridge over the gap between Islamic and pre-Islamic
history, which it is most difficult to do. It is accepted by Western historians,
and, I dare say, by a good many Hadrami scholars, that books of the genre
of K. al-tijan, whatever data with a sound historic basis they may contain,
are such s jumble of fact and fiction, their chronology so telescoped, that-they
can only be treated as legend.?

In the first and following centuries there is a certain amount of information
about the Khawarij and Ibadiyah, but glancing through the late ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. ‘Ubaidillah’s Bada’s‘ al-tabit 3 historical data are scant, and even
the memory: of early history writing seems to have perished. It may of course
‘be that some of the Ibadi history of Hadramawt will be found to have been
preserved in Oman, but my guess is, from the little I have seen of Omani
historical works, that there too, early chronicles have long vanished without
trace.. Yet it seems from incidental references to Hadrami fugaha’ that learning
flourished even at this epoch, for example the oft-quoted group quoted by Ibn
Samurah,4 in the sixth century. Hadrami historians of the present time hold
that the Saiyids very early played a leading part in driving Ibadism from
Hadramawt. While it is possible that this is a tradition amongst the ‘Alawis
and factually true, I know of no early source material to support such an
assertion, and am inclined to think that they were neither sufficient in numbers
or influence to combat Ibadism until it had already disappeared. Its rise and
wane, however, are one of the problems of Hadrami history, as too of course
is the question of how Hadramawt became Islamized, which is obviously some-
thing that did not happen overnight. Nor am I quite sure how far we can accept

1 ¢ The so-called harlots of Hadramaut *, Oriens, v, 1, 1952, 16-22.

* T have a neat demonstration of the growth of legend to appear shortly in my Portuguese
material, s Mahrah tale current to-day, which I have checked against Bi Faqih al-Shihri’s
m:l;.hsve used the index published by his son in Aden, without date.

* Tabagat fugah’ al-Yaman, ed. Fu'ad Saiyid (Cairo, 1957), p. 152.

VOL. XXV. PART 2. 19
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242 R. B. SERJEANT

the view that the tarigat al-tasawwuf first appeared in the sixth and early
seventh centuries of the hijrah, with Saiyid ‘Abdullah Bal-Faqih ! though there
seems much stronger evidence for this.

3. The Hadrami chroniclers and historians

(a) Shanbal

Shanbal’s chronicle has already been described in ‘ Materials’, 1,2 and
since the initial publication of that notice I have been slowly building up
a critical edition of the text the difficulties of which have been formidable.
It is not until ¢. 576/1180 that more than an occasional curt sentence relating
to Hadramawt appears; this applies also to other chronicles, and I do not
accept with Saiyid ‘Alawi b. Tahir 3 that there was necessarily an earlier part
of Shanbal prior to A.H. 500, now no longer extant, but if part of Shanbal is
missing I should be inclined to argue that this was simply because it contained
so little, for the Hadrami content of Ba Sharahil’s chronicle prior to A.H. 500
is very slight also. I think that Shanbal has drawn largely on Ba Hassan 4
whose compilation itself seems based on poor MSS, or texts lacking diacritical
points, where the material relates to general Islamic history. Ba Hassan may
have drawn on Ibn Khallikin for some of his non-South Arabian material.

In ‘ Materials °, I (p. 292) I made allusion to some pages of MS shown me
by Saiyid Salih b. ‘Ali al-Hamidi in Saiwin, thought to be part of Shanbal’s
history. Now one day in Saiwiin a number of leaves in an identical hand were
brought me, and when Saiyid Salih and I had the chance of comparing them -
with his sheets we discovered they were actually both parts of the same MS.
1 induced the owner to present these to Saiyid $alih so that he has now all the
leaves known to be extant, for I felt they should be preserved in the hands of
a single person. Examining the sheets and correlating them with Shanbal’s
chronicle I discovered a marginal note just before the year 823/1420,

Lol de a@ll 26 oo ety by Jold b il 206 addl Ma )
(corrupt) dle paw il de 4 dbvis/aln

“Up to this place is the history of the fagih Ba Sharahil, and what comes after it is
taken from the history of the fagih ‘Abdulldh Ba Sanjalah/Sakhlah. ‘Abdullah...
wrote it *. This then was a novel find, the more so because Ba Sharahil (the
surviving fragments of his chronicle going back to A.H. 319) was previously
completely unknown as a chronicler, nor is he mentioned by Shanbal himself—
from which I conclude that Shanbal did not draw directly on Ba Sharahil’s
chronicle. On the other hand Shanbal does record the death of ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Khatib, author of al-Jawhar al-shaffaf ® probably utilized by him as a source.

1 Jstidrakat . . . (Aden, 1956), p. 6. ? pp. 291-2, no. 2.

3 Jany al-shamarikh (Aden, A.H. 1369), p. 30. ¢ ‘Materials’, I, p. 299, no. 8, and infra, p. 245.

5 cf. * Materials ’, II, p. 582, no. viii. It is also a source of the Qiladat al-nahr. I have seen .

vol. 11 with Saiyid Husain b. ‘Abd al-Qadir Al al-Kaf and collated its contents with Shanbal’s
chronicle.
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Though Shanbal and Ba Sharahil can be used to amend or complete one another’s
texts, it is strangely exasperating to find that a crux in Shanbal often corre-
sponds to a badly wormed piece in Ba Sharahil, or the latter has omitted
diacritical points just at this place.

The author of al-Sand’ al-bahir ! describes Shanbal as a scholar of such
parts that I can hardly believe this poorly written chronicle can be his, for
al-Shilli has a good literary style himself. It certainly does not fit the description
as ‘ an informative chronicle wherein he brought together apposite historical
data, legal judgments, eminent principles, and valuable admonitions’. Al-
Shilli, however, who died a little over 170 years after Shanbal, does not seem
to have had access to Shanbal’s chronicle, so he may be writing merely from
hearsay, or else perhaps the recension that is in my hands is merely a mukhtasar.
Bad as the Huraidah MS upon which my sole reliance has been placed ? is,
and though it may possibly have been tampered with to a certain extent—
though this I doubt—it shows no partiality in presenting the facts, though the
principles; if so they may be called, of selection are strange.

Apart from Ba Hassan and al-Khatib, I have been somewhat exercised
to discover the sources from which Shanbal compiled his chronicle. Within
the period covered approximately by his own lifetime, naturally the best
part of all, he relies on information he could collect himself, and he may have
used Ba Makhramah’s Qilddat al-nahr, a point still to be investigated. In the
divided nature of Hadramawt there was clearly no likelihood of the Ppreservation
of archives, apart from legal documents. In so anarchic a land the value of
documents was doubtless greatly inferior to the possession of good troops.
The tribal leaders probably did not bother about preserving documents but
may have left them then, as often now, in the hands of Saiyids and Shaikhs.
Although I have heard Saiyid Muhammad b. Haghim tell the Kathiri Sultan
that his family tree was preserved in the palace at Saiwiin, even that only goes
back just so far, and the origins of the Kathiri Sultins beyond this are
uncertain.

By contrast the Maghayikh, like saintly families in other Muslim countries,
did bestir themselves to write about their pious ancestors and their achieve-
ments, and they kept careful record of their family tree. I have, for example,
inspected the Ba Fadl tree. The ramifications of a family may have been
recorded for economic reasons in part, so as to claim mus@mahdt or tax exemp-
tions, and in part as a matter of pride and propaganda. It may be also that in
their hawtaks and in their persons, the guarantee of security allowed them to
compose, and as repositories of ‘ilm and writing they can be compared with
the medieval * clerk’. It would be relevant to try and determine whether the

1 cf. ‘ Materials’, II, p. 583, no. xii. I have extracted the material relative to Shanbal.

? Saiyid ‘Ali Ba ‘Abiid who has written a number of articles in al-Risalah (Cairo, 1941)
under the general title of ‘ Min tarikh Hadramawt al-siyasi’, told me that he had at one time a
transcript of a copy of Tarikh Shanbal belonging to Saiyid ‘Alawi b. Tahir, but that he had lost
it during the war with a number of other papers.

VOL. XXV. PART 2. 19*
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Mashiyikh compiled family hagiologies before the arrival of the Saiyids in
Hadramawt or not. The Saiyids do keep a well-maintained record of their
pedigree, but the very fact that it was possible in their early years there for
certain elements to attempt to impugn this pedigree—and to be taken seriously
enough for the Saiyids to adopt counter-measures—may imply that written
family records were not so carefully guarded as nowadays. The whole affair
suggests that the level of literary culture was much lower than in, say, the
fifteenth century A.D.

It seems logical to suppose that the compilation of hagiologies followed the
recording of family trees. The earlier collections seem to have been made by
single families which probably kept a master-copy. There are the hagiologies
of the Ba ‘Abbad,! of the Ba Khatib, and the early Baiyid collection of the
Ba Qushair, all of which I used in 1954 through the kindness of Saiyid ‘Al b.
8ilim al-‘Attas of Huraidah, or Saiyid Salih al-Hamidi, but important as
the Ba ‘Abbad collection is because this family is associated with the tomb of
Hiid, these are only a few out of hundreds, perhaps thousands of such family
~ biographies and collections of miracles. The Saiyids of course have been no less
active in this sphere, and individual families seem to have shown a clannish
spirit not less pronounced than that of the Maghayikh.? Shanbal and other
chroniclers must inevitably have used some of these family hagiologies in
compiling their chronicles, though probably they drew most largely on general
collections—a sort of intermediate stage, which themselves drew on the family
hagiologies. Shanbal, in common with the other chronielers, is much affected
in his selection of material by the district in which he lived. He can be con-
trasted with Ba Faqih al-Shihri who has far more items of information relating
to the southern coasts.

The great universality of the Islamic faith, and the influence of Sifism
too in all probability, have prevented family rivalries from developing into
religious schism, but it was centuries ago that the antagonism grew up between
certain families of Shaikhs and Saiyids which endures to this day and affects
their attitudes towards the writing of history. It must not be thought, however,
that it is simply a question of two sides, for some Mashayikh are pro-Saiyid,
some Saiyid clans are at loggerheads with each other, and some Saiyids disclaim
a privileged position.

Apart from obituaries of ‘ulama’ and fugaha’, which incidentally are com-
paratively rare in Ba Sharahil, Shanbal does provide us with a basic foundation
upon which to construct a history of medieval Hadramawt, but like so many

1 of, ¢ Materials °, II, p. 589, no. Ivii. I have seen a copy of this in Saiwiin and another in
Huraidah. For the Ba Khatib cf.  Materials ’, I, p. 305, no. 18, from which I have made extracts.
In Huraidah, Saiyid ‘Ali b. Salim has a copy of Miftah al-sa‘adah wa-’l-khair fi managid al-
Sadah Bani Qushair, some of which I have used. Saiyid ‘Ali b. Salim has also a MS with ‘Amudi,
Hurmuzi, Ba ‘Abbad, and Ba Wazir biographies, in four individual treatises. I have also an
acephalous MS of Ba Hariin, possibly Uns al-salikin (b. Haghim, T'érikh, p. 193), commencing
at tale no. 78 of the total of 303 tales.

2 cf. my Sasyids, 21.
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Arabic works his history is, as it were, shorthand notes. To derive advantage
from these one must know a very great deal about families and the social
order, the geography of the country, the fashion in which tribal law operates,
and what at first sight appears a dull enough text, takes on quite a new
significance, though Shanbal is never so interesting as Ba Faqih al-Shihri.!
No person is better qualified to render this service to Shanbal than ‘Alawi
b. Téhir.

(b) Other Hadrama chroniclers

Reference has been made to the Tarikh Ba Hassan which as ‘Alawi b.
Tahir justly observes 2 has not come down to us complete.? The extant copy
has a curious tale attached to it. The ‘Attas Saiyids told me that they lent it to
Freya Stark who took it away with her, but, a few years ago, presented it to
the Bodleian, and whence through Professor Beeston’s kindness, I was able
to consult it. No doubt there was some misunderstanding of the intention of the
‘Attas Saiyids, but this has been the Bodleian’s good fortune. Ba Hassan’s
text is in great disorder, but a superior work to Shanbal from a literary aspect ;
there seems to be some relationship of a fairly close nature between the two
texts, and Ba Hassan also contains material to be found in our earliest extant
chronicler, Ba Sharahil. Ba Hassin belongs to the coastal group ; the last
extract I have entered from his chronicle in Shanbal is dated 800/1397 and he
died in 818/1415-16, so a preliminary estimate may be made that the entries
for the last 18 years are missing from the existing copy.

Ba Sanjalah/Sakhlah, yet another Shihri,* is a tenth/sixteenth century
writer. It looks as if his chronicle might be a continuation of that of Ba Sharahil,
but it covers a longer period than ‘Alawi b. Tahir had supposed.5 Almost
certainly an eyewitness of Portuguese activities in al-Shihr, he has been much
used by Ba Fagqih al-Shihri, along with a history, no longer extant, of ‘Abdullih
b. ‘Umar Ba Makhramah. As I have discussed these at length in my preface
to my forthcoming book on the Portuguese I need say no more here.

In ‘Materials’, I Ba Faqih al-Shihri is examined at some length, but
I have one important correction to make. Through the good offices of the
Saiyid ‘Abd al-Rahman al-‘Attas I was able to purchase the copy described as
Tarikh hawadith al-sinin . . . which now discovers itself to be not only the usual

1 The British Museum MS of al-Sana’ al-bahir, fol. 208a-209b, confirms that Shanbal died
in 920/1514-15.

2 Jany al-shamarikh (Aden, A.H. 1369), p. 30.

3 of. ‘ Materials’, I, p. 299, no. 8. He is quoted by al-Fawa’id al-saniyah (‘ Materials’, I,
p. 296, no. 5), which calls him a fagih.

4 ‘Abdullsh . . . al-Saqqaf, Tarikh al-shu‘ara’ al-Hadramiyin (Cairo, 1353— ), 1, p. 180;
¢ Materials °, I, p. 300, no. 9. The T'SH puts his death at al-Shihr in 995/1587, and seems to
prefer to call him Ba Sakhlah.

5 Quoted in ‘ Materials ’, loc. cit. He probably deduced this from the extracts in Ba Faqgih
al-Shihri.

6 ¢ Materials ’, I, pp. 292-5, no. 3.
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version of the text, but a very correct one. I have noted the existence of other
MSS in my Portuguese book. An edition of this informative history should
certainly be made, but though not so difficult as Shanbal it will not be easy.
The composition post-dates that of al-Ner al-safir which Ba Faqih quotes, as he
does also Shanbal and Ba Hassan. Two unknown sources which figure in the
text are the Khatt of al-Saiyid Muh. b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin al-Asqa‘ Ba ‘Alawi,
and that of the Shaikh al-Faqih Muh. b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Jabiri. Up to the
present I have discovered no biographical details upon this most informative
of all the Hadrami chroniclers, though he was not contemporary with much
of the period he covers.

Al-Nar al-safir of Ibn al-‘Aidariis which, like al-Shihri covers the tenth/
sixteenth century, is available in print. It is a book of strongly Saiyid colour,
and disappointing in historical detail, rather poorly informed about the exciting
events of the coast, but al-Shilli's al-Sand’ al-bahir, dhail al-Nar al-safir is
superior in historical content. Al-Shilli (ob. 1093/1682) is also the author of the
collection of Saiyid biographies known as al-Maghra‘ al-rawi printed in Cairo.
He alludes to a history of the eleventh/seventeenth century of his own com-
position in the latter work * which ‘Alawi b. Tahir 2 says can hardly be come by,
but I wonder if indeed it is still extant at all.

The most interesting southern Arabian chronicle I have seen so far is
al-Jarmizi’s al-Sirat al-Mutawakkiliyah, now in the Sultdn’s Library in al-
Mukalla, but it was formerly in the possession of ‘Ali b. Saldh al-Qu‘aiti. It
has quite a deal of reportage on events in Hadramawt though it seems, as far
as I can see, to cover only a few years on each side of 1064-8/1653-8, a period
of special significance not only for Hadramawt but for all south-west Arabian
history. This, however, I have also discussed at length in another context,
and it belongs to the Yemenite court history school. I believe that a second MS
is available in the Vatican, and inquiry will have to be made into the Yemenite
MSS there and in the Ambrosiana for Yemenite material containing Hadrami
history. When the Arab League has completed the Ambrosiana catalogue it
will be more possible to assess what is to be found there, and I should not
omit to mention the list of South Arabian histories that is being drawn up by
Fu’ad Saiyid, a member of the mission headed by Professor Khalil Yahya
Nami to the Yemen. Professor Nami’s report 3 should also be consulted. In
Daw‘an in 1947 I was told that most of the best Hadrami historical MSS had
already been taken to Malaya, Java, and other places. I am inclined to think
too that much in the way of Hadrami MSS may yet be discovered in early
centres of emigration in India, and also perhaps in Hyderabad.

1 of. Mashra‘, 1, p. 19. This is additional to al-Sana’ al-bahir. For al-Shilli cf. the latter
work, BM MS, fol. 312a.

2 Jany al-shamarikh, p. 30.

3 al-Bi‘that al-Misriyah li-taswir al-makhtitat al-‘Arabiyah, tagrir . . . (Cairo, 1952). For
example Professor Nami showed me in Cairo (p. 37, no. 22) al-Nir al-mushriq fi fath al-Mashrig
which is a very early work on the conquests east of the Yemen.
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4. Genealogical works

The books of ansab can be divided into two classes, family trees and general
works dealing with large numbers of families and tribes. Of Saiyid genealogies
enough hag already been said, but I have been able to purchase an excellent
manuscript copy of the Skams al-zahirah! written in Java in 1327/1909.
The ansab books of the other great families are still largely unrecorded. Where
general works of ansab are concerned, their value is highly problematical for
they are difficult to use and interpret.

The medieval Turfat al-ashab * has now been printed, but when I compared
it with a copy in the hands of Saiyid ‘Ali b. Salim in Huraidah there seemed to
be many important divergencies in his MS text. Saiyid ‘Abdullah Bal-Faqih
of Tarim criticized the author for the strange remark (p. 113), tngadd nasab
al-Ashraf kaffah bi-'l-Hijaz wa-"l-Mashriq wa-ma batna-humd min a‘mal al-
Yaman. This I too, find difficult to explain. Other MS sources are cited in
al-‘Attas’s Risalah 3 which seem to be repeated by ‘Alawi b. Tahir.4 In Baihan
I had the good fortune to see a manuscript which I had long hoped to find,
al-Qawl al-hasan fi ma‘rifat ba‘d sukkin Hadramawt wa-'l-Yaman of Ridwan
b. Ahmad Ba Ridwan, stated by ‘Alawi b. Tahir to have lived in ‘Inat. Ba
Ridwin availed himself of material from Saiyid Ahmad b. ‘Alawi Kharid/
Khirid, and the Nubdhah or Kitab of Muh. b. Sa‘d b. Abi Shukail, the Khatt
of the faqih ‘Abd al-Rahman Ba Ghawth, quoting from Husain al-Ahdal &
and al-Nir al-muzhir of al-Junaid.® He preserves quotations in other authors
from al-Faraj ba‘d al-shiddah ? and al-Ash‘ari’s Ta‘rif  which latter is still
extant in MS. Fuller details of authorities used by Ba Ridwan are, however,
to be found in the passages quoted from him in al-‘Attas’s Risalah of which
I have an edition in hand. It is considered that al-Faraj ba‘d al-shiddah, were it
extant, would be a source of importance. However, the quotations preserved
by the Risalah of al-‘Attas from the various writings enumerated, seem, by
and large, more indicative of what the Hadramis would like to think to be their
origins, rather than positive historical evidence, though the Risalah is none the
less interesting on this account, and certainly not all its information is to be
condemned out of hand as unhistorical.

5. Hustorical materials for the mineteenth century
The dramatic Kathiri-Yafi‘ struggle for possession of Hadramawt is still

1 ¢ Materials °, II, p. 582, no. vii. Sources are quoted in the MS, p. 23, Ibn ‘Inabah, and
pp- 162, 169, 175-6 seq.

3 Turfat al-ashab fi ma‘rifat al-ansab, ed. K. W. Zettersteen (Damascus, 1949), a late seventh/
thirteenth century work. 3 ¢ Materials’, I, p. 301, no. 15.

4 Jany al-shamarikh, p. 46. The Ta‘rif al-ansab of al-Agh‘ari is listed in Brockelmann,
GAL, Suppl., 1, 5568. This seems to have been a source for Abii Shukail’s Nubdhah.

s of. QAL, 11, 185, Suppl., 1, 238, and ‘Uqud al-almas, 11, p. 51.

¢ 0b. 1275/1859. Cf. - Materials’, II, p. 585, no. xxxi ; Muh. b. Haghim, Tarikh, p. 117.

7 of. ‘Materials’, I, 301. He is described by Ba Ridwan as living in Ghurfat al-Shaikh
Ba ‘Abbad, and his mother was a daughter of the scholar Muh. b. ‘Umar Bahraq. A copy of
this work might possibly be found in $if of Daw‘an.
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living history in the country, involving as it did also the Hadramis of Hyderabad,
Malaya, and Indonesia, though to-day the younger generation would like to see
it fade from people’s memories. - The British part in the struggle can be fairly
easily reconstructed from archives, but I must quote here from a MS, possibly
b. Hamid’s history, which I saw in the hands of the late Saiyid ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Saqqaf which says, ‘ Then we heard that he (Sultdn ‘Umar Salah)! had
arrived at Bandar Aden, but Salih Ja‘far deceived him, and bore witness
against him of words and conditions of affairs that had not proceeded from
him ’. This shows that care will have to be taken with evidence from British
archives relying on this interpreter. A rather confused account of the struggle,
which is certainly complex enough, is given by Ingrams ? with some of the
official sources. .

On the Arabic side there is a great spate of poetry, inspired by the wars,
which was on the tongues of Hadramis in the Far East as well as Hadramawt
itself. I am greatly indebted to Dr. Voorhoeve of Leiden University Library
who drew my attention to several volumes of this verse in the popular language
collected by Snouck Hurgronje, some of which is of high quality. I have already
spoken of this political verse and published some examples of it.> A further
MS in Leiden ¢ seems to contain some account of the wars with further poetry
composed on certain notable occasions. While in Tarim I transcribed from
Shaikh ‘Abdullah Rahaiyam what I think can best be dubbed ‘ Tales of Tarim ’,
stories in colloquial Arabic collected by him from old men who had actually
been present at these battles of the past. This type of information is dwindling
each year as the older men are gathered to their fathers but the tales
are interesting reading and the outlook of the age is very remote from that
of to-day. Ihave no doubt that much, on the Qu‘aiti side, might still be collected
in al-Mukalla or al-Shihr.

The principal written source for the period is the Tdrikh b. Hamid ® which
I have already noted. It is used by the author of Tartkh al-shu‘ard’ al-
Hagdramiyin, but was not available to Salah al-Bakri when he first wrote his
Tartkh Hadramawt al-siyasi. He describes it as a rare MS, a record of a collec-
tion of events and historical information, and points out that the second half
differs from the first and must be considered b. Hamid’s own composition.
He states that it is obviously strongly pro-Kathiri and shows a deep hatred
for Yafi‘, against which it makes unfounded allegations. B. Hamid was known
to Saiyid Muhammad b. Hashim who went to visit him when b. Hamid was

e s § Sty Jlsl ade Ay dne gl 6l Ot Ly I (e #) ooy Sl Ly ¢
‘Umar b. Salih can be traced in C. Snouck Hurgronje, ¢ Zur Dichtkunst der Bid ‘Atwah in
Hadhramét °, Orientalische Studien Theodor Noldeke, ed. C. Bezold (Giessen, 1906), 97-101.

2 W. H. Ingrams, Report on . . . Hadramaut (Colonial 123) (London, 1937).

3 Prose and poetry from Hadramawt (London, 1951), Ar. text, pp. 54-60.

4 P. Voorhoeve, Handlist of Arabic manuscripts in the Library of the University of Leiden . . .
(Leiden, 1957), p. 470, no. Or. 7005 ; cf. p. 266 for  Collections of gasidas by poets of Hadramawt,’.

5 < Materials’, I, p. 297, no. 6. I have ascertained that the correct vocalization of the name
is Hamid and not Humaid, and my previous error should be so corrected.
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a very old man. The details of the story which b. Hashim narrates in his
inimitable way have passed from my memory, but on asking for the history a
bundle was delivered from a shelf into his hands as a gift. This b. Hashim gave
to the famous Huraidah scholar Ahmad b. Hasan al-‘Attas who used it in com-
piling his Risglah. B. Hashim described it as two volumes, and believes it is
now in Indonesia. One presumes copies or partial copies were made in Huraidah,
but if the original copy is there I have not seen it, and like so much of the library,
it could have fallen victim to the white ant. B. Hashim also described the history
to me as Mudhakkirat  Memoirs >. Here in fact is another source for modern
history—the memoirs, a kind of writing that seems hardly to have existed in
the past. Muhammad b. Hashim for instance, used the Mudhakkirat Ghalib,
memoirs of Sultan Ghalib b. Muhsin in his 7arikk, and Ba Wazir for very recent
times has relied on the Mudhakkirah of the Qatn Sultan, ‘Ali b. Salah.

Perhaps at this point I should allude to the numerous mukatabat, kalam,
nasa’th, etc., of famous Saiyids and Maghayikh which form an additional source
of historical matter for the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries.
Though often tedious there is material frequently of interest in these huge
volumes.

6. The ‘Alawi-Irshads dispute and Hadrami historians

Shortly before the First World War there arose a bitter dispute, which
continued well into the ’thirties, between two groups of emigrant Hadramis,
the ‘Alawis and the Irshdadis, in Indonesia. In effect this was a struggle for
predominance in the community between the more conservative Saiyids who
had always wielded great influence, and those Hadramis who denied their claim
to privileges inaccessible to other ordinary Muslims. It would be over-
simplification to the point of error to say that the ‘Alawis were all Saiyids
and the Irshadis were all Mashayikh families of ancient stock. The Irshadis
took up the cry of reform, but though I have read very little of their writings,
I doubt if they were modernists in any real sense. The Irshadis were not per-
mitted to rear their heads in Hadramawt because the Sultans wished to remain
friendly with the Saiyids. Notwithstanding, it is essential to recall that the
Saiyids mostly show an ideological prejudice for the Kathirl dynasty versus the
Qu‘aitis, though this remark does not apply to certain outstanding Saiyid
houses which are linked to the Qu‘aitis. The lengthy wrangle found its expres-
sions in the publication of pamphlets ! and in newspaper activity, and to it
we owe perhaps in very large degree the impulse to embark upon the writing of
histories. On the Saiyid side we have the journal al-Rabitat al-‘Alawiyak to
which Saiyid ‘Alawi b. Tahir al-Haddad contributed some important articles ;
vol. 1 was published in Batavia in 1347/1928-9.

The first printed history of Hadramawt to appear was Salah al-Bakri’s
Tarikh Hadramawt al-styast (Cairo, 1935-6), the second volume of which
contains an excellent account of the ‘Alawi-Irshadi dispute, though it is strongly

1 cf. The saiyids, 22.
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anti-Saiyid in tone. Unfortunately the historical section of the book, it must
be confessed, i8 inaccurate in many matters of detail, and a number of refutations
(rudid) ! are in circulation in Hadramawt.

Salah’s career is in itself instructive. When I met him at al-Qatn in 1947
I found him a pleasant-mannered young man, a Yafi‘ of tribal stock who had
spent many years in Indonesia, but returned to Egypt and became a teacher.
After re-visiting Hadramawt he wrote a much less partial book F7 janub al-
jazirat al-‘Arabiyah (Cairo, 1949), utilizing material from b. Hamid, a copy
of whose history he was shown in Ghail Ba Wazir. He followed this up later
with a book of travel and history of Yafi‘ territory itself, entitled Fi sharg
al-Yaman (Cairo, 1955). After a short period of broadcasting from Holland
he joined the Egyptian educational mission to Mecca where he was teaching
when I last heard from him. His work could be described as more popular
than scholarly, but it has a value in presenting history, especially recent history,
from a non-Saiyid angle, and one with which the Qu‘aitis of al-Shihr and al-
Mukalla would be in sympathy.

Another writer of Yafii stock is Shaikh ‘Abdullah b. Ahmad al-Nakhibi
of al-Mukalla, shd‘ir al-dawlah when we arrived there in 1947, who has been
collecting materials on Yafi. As he is of the Kasadi branch his history if he
has continued with it, would probably have a somewhat different outlook
from that of Salah, but he is also collecting material of a purely literary nature.
Al-Nakhibi is a man of a religious cast of mind, conservative but far from
unprogressive ; he would write fairly impartially, unless my personal liking
for him deceives me.2 Saldh on the contrary is very much a modern, and his
outlook probably resembles that of the playwright ‘Ali Ba Kathir whose early
play Humdm is documentary of social attitudes before the Second World War.

Before turning to the Saiyid school of historians I must deal with the
appearance of a book which created a widespread sensation in Hadrami educated
circles in 1954, a draft volume compiled for instruction in the schools by Shaikh
Sa‘id ‘Awad b. Tahir Ba Wazir, and which eventually in a revised form was
printed in Cairo in A.H. 1378 (with a preface dated 1376/1957) under the title
Safahat min al-tarikh al-Hadrami. At the coastal educational centre of Ghail
Ba Wazir an effort is being made to produce educational textbooks suitable for
use in Hadramawt, including history books which it is generally agreed are
an important part of education. Experimental work done at Bakht al-Ruda
in the Sudan was taken over somewhat uncritically at times, and one of the
projects was to write a history of Hadramawt through the study of its out-
standing historical personages. However suitable this may have been in the

1 T have before me Saiyid ‘Abdullah (‘Abd al-Ildh ?) b. Hasan Bal-Faqih al-‘Alawi’s Risalatan
published about 1954 (place unknown), one risalak of which is entitled T'afnid maza‘sm al-Shaikh
Salah al-Bakri fi tahaqqugi-hi bi-nasab al-Imam Ahmad b. ‘Isa al-Nagib al-‘Alawi al-Basri.

2 Al-Nakhibi also collects Hadrami proverbs, averring that Shibam is the home of proverbial
sayings and that many Aden proverbs are really Hadrami. He was also selecting a chrestomathy
of poems by young Hadramis, and he showed me some poems in praise of Ingrams who was
compared with T. E. Lawrence, this probably in 1947.
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Sudan it was not very good policy in Hadramawt, and an official history had
much better be written under the direction of a general editorial board repre-
sentative of all sides, for no individual could satisfy all parties of his im-
partiality. The Singapore paper Sawt Hadramaut! attacked Shaikh Sa‘id in
a humorous discussion of the book for including the ‘Khirijis’,2 but there was
a riposte in the Aden paper al-Nakdah ®* by Ahmad ‘Awad Ba Wazir in an
article presented to me, and advising me against ‘ a party which aims to conceal
the treasures of Hadrami thought and obliterate them, sometimes because these
treasures, as they assert, differ from the party in tenet and view ’.

Though there were many points of criticism, the main controversy in
Saiwin and Tarim was of the inclusion of Abii Ishdq al-Hamdani al-Ibadi,
believed to have flourished about the first half of the fifth century a.n. The
raw material was derived from Sulsiman al-Bariini’s preface to the Diwan
of Abii Ishaq which unfortunately I have not seen, but though I cannot check
on al-Bariini’s sources it looks as if his preface were based on the internal
evidence of the Diwan itself, and of course, assuming the Dwwan to be genuine,
this is valid enough, and there is no reason to believe that Ibadism was not
strong in Hadramawt at this period.* How important Abi Ishaq was, however,
is another matter, and he seems to have left no trace in Hadrami historical
writing for even Ba Sharahil makes no reference to him.5 Saiyid Salih b. ‘Ali

! v1, 1, 26 May 1954, in an article, ‘ Hawl kitab Shakhslyat Hadramawt ’.

* The descendants of the latter are accused of stealing Hadrami girls during the wartime
famine to sell as slaves to the Badiyat al-Rimal who took them to sell in the Hejaz. An appeal
is said to have been made to the Shaikh al-Azhar against this, which is said to have been printed
in some Egyptian magazines.

3 No. 225, 17 June 1954.

¢ Al-Maqdisi says of the capital of Hadramawt and its people, Lahum fi l-‘wltm wa-"l-khair
raghbah illa anna-hum shurdt shadid sumratu-hum. 1 have, here, to correct a reference in my
Saiyids to the tribe of Hamdan known as B sh q, by Hamdani, Iklil, X, ed. Muhibb al-Din al-
Khatib (Cairo, 1948), p. 122, wa-"l-N sh giyin bast sharaf kind mulik-an. Mas‘adi, Murij
(Paris, 1861-77), v, p. 67, says that in 332/944 Hadramawt was almost entirely Ibadi. Cf. ibid.,
v, p. 231.

$ Oddly enough a figh book of Abi Ishiaq has survived, Rieu, Suppl. to the catalogue of the
Arabic MSS in the BM, no. 1209/1, a Yemenite MS entitled K. ma la yasa‘u jahlu-hu (GAL,
Suppl., 1, 249), but after a quick perusal I have not found this manuscript to contain any
historical information. Brockelmann also mentions his Diwdan as printed in Cairo without date.
This interesting fact seems unknown to the Hadramis. Saiyid ‘Abdullah Bal-Fagih criticizes
the position accorded Abi Ishaq in his Istidrakat wa-taharriyat, p. 16 seq. Tadeusz Lewicki,
¢ Les Ibadites dans ’Arabie du Sud au moyen dge’, Folia Orientalia (Krakéw), I, 1, 19569, 3-17
(résumé in M. Canard, Revue Africaine (Alger), cri, 460-6, 1959, 370), basing his statements on
al-Salimi’s well-known history of Oman, says that Abi Ishiq Ibrahim b. Qais b. Sulaiman
al-Hadrami al-Hamdani, was ¢ governor ’ of Hadramawt on behalf of the Imam of Oman in the
second half of the fifth/eleventh century. He became independent and ded in becoming
Imam of Hadramawt. Ibadi sources allude to two more Imims of Hadramawt, Sulaiman b.
‘Abd al-‘Aziz, and Muhammad b. Sulaiman, but without indication of the date of their reigns.
I am very uncertain how much significance should be given to these statements of al-Salimi,
accepting that he has based them on documentary evidence. From other indications I doubt
if this Imdm could have held more than a part of Wiadi Hadramawt, perhaps the Wadi Daw‘an
and Shibim. On the other hand Shanbal does commence his history only in A.H. 500 when
it might be that Ibadi power was on the wane, though I incline to think this is merely because
little was known to him of the earlier period.

18
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al-Hamidr’s criticism too is that the sources say nothing of him. On the other
hand there is some motivation for the inclusion of this personage as an early
opponent to the Saiyids, perhaps to counterbalance the Saiyid figure of Ahmad
b. ‘Isa al-Muhajir. However, as a result of these representations a compromise
was arrived at, and the book appeared some years later. In all fairness I must
- point to Saiyid ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Shihab al-Din, al-Thalathah al-abtal (Boudrou-
boudour, Weltevreden, 1340/1921-2) which presents a most tendentious and
quite false view of Hadrami history, for he says of the Saiyid hero, al-Faqih
al-Muqaddam, ‘ He divided it (Hadramawt) into three classes, royal, military,
and learned, putting the royal and learned in the hands of the ‘Alawis, while
the military he placed in the hands of the tribes (al-‘Arab), making the settle-
ment of the soldiers outside the towns (al-bildd). Then he designated a place
for each section of a tribe to stay, and made their sustenance to be from the
tithes of the cultivated crops of the land, dates, grain, wheat, and millet.
The ‘Alawis gave the soldiers the special technical name which is the
Jundi, military affairs being entrusted to these, the ‘Alawis not even having
the right to interfere with them. It was the duty of the Juniid to establish
security and preserve it from any aggression coming from outside, and all
internal movements that took place were to be referred to the soldiers ’.

There is more in like vein, the polity of Saiyid ideals, but it cannot be
considered an authentic interpretation of the facts.

‘Abdullah Ba Wazir is accorded a place among the prominent personages
of the past, and in truth we need not doubt that he was so, but where Mashayikh
families are concerned an analysis of such an historian as Shanbal shows that,
to judge by the obits, individual families become prominent at certain times but
disappear from the chronicles, although continuing to exist, such as the Ba
Kurait of Saihiit. From Shanbal one would infer the Ba Wazir to be compara-
tively late-comers.! My theory is that the chroniclers mention these groups of
Jfaqihs because they were at the time important politically as well as in the
religious sense. The order of events in the chronicles, obituaries of fugaha’
first, followed by tribal movements seems to me an indication of the sentiment
that the representatives of the holy law were considered by them more
important than temporal rulers.

7. The Saiyid historians 2

The doyen of the historians is Saiyid ‘Alawi b. Tahir al-Haddad born in
Qaidiin of Wadi Daw‘an which he left in haste, early in life under a political
cloud, taking with him some camel-loads of books, becoming eventually Mufti
of Johore, a post from which I hear he has recently retired ; he made a short

1 The Al Ba Wazir Manigib which has been printed in Cairo, was dubbed, perhaps rather
unkindly, by Muh. b. Haghim, Kasr al-zir fi manaqib Al Ba Wazir. One of the sources mentioned
by Sa‘id Ba Wazir is watha’iq wa-makhtatat gadimah fi Tarikh Al Ba Wazir, no doubt a very
sound source collection.

2 Some of these historians, and also Saldah al-Bakri, I have discussed in an article ‘Nashat
al-mu’arrikhin al-Hadramiyin, al- Mustami‘ al-‘Arabi (London), x1, 9, 1950, 8-9.
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visit to Hadramawt over seven years ago. ‘Alawi b. Tahir is a fine critical
scholar. It was said to me that his memory is prodigious and that he can
remember the contents of a book word for word, having read it, even after
some years, and even recall the page upon which a reference will be found. He
is the author of a number of works, especially of ‘Alawi history, and of strong
‘Alawi sympathies though not to the extent of affecting his judgment unduly.
His book al-Shamil f% tarikk Hadramawt . . . was in the press when Singapore
was captured by the Japanese and was lost, but I have heard that he has
another history about to be printed to replace it. Apart from his short Jany
al-shamarikh, he has also commenced to publish what purports to be a biography
of Saiyid Ahmad b. Hasan b. ‘Abdullah al-‘Attas of Huraidah, entitled ‘Ugqiid
al-almds (Singapore, 1949-50— ). In reality the ‘Ugqiid contains much general
history of the Saiyids, and an inquiry into their ancestry for which an impressive
range of classical Arabic sources, some unknown to Brockelmann, have been
dépowillé.t Saiyid ‘Alawi alludes to the gift made to the Hadrami Saiyids by
the Sultan of Morocco in 1199/1785,% and to my surprise when I quoted this
to Moroccan ‘ulama’ the incident was well known to them and recorded in
their histories. There are many other interesting aspects of Hadrami history
and its problems which he discusses in both of these works, and the ‘Ugid
is a most valuable and extensive survey of source material for Hadrami history
in general. A much earlier work, indicative of Saiyid ‘Alawi’s leanings, is
al-Qawl al-fasl fi-ma li-Bani Hashim wa-Quraish min fadl, published at Bogor
in 1344/1925-6, i.e. when the ‘Alawi-Irshadi troubles were in full swing. I have
heard that he is printing in Singapore a vast history of Hadramawt which would
be the premier authority on this subject.?

The late Saiyid ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ubaidillah al-Saqqaf,* described as the
Mufti of Hadramawt, is chiefly remembered as a legal authority of keen intelli-
gence. I have been entertained at his majlis a number of times. Respected in
Hadramawt for his sharp repartee, he was undoubtedly a great ‘alim, and

! These are not examined here. A work entitled al-Nafhat al-‘anbariyah fi ansab khair al-
bariyah, of which he thinks only one copy exists—in the hands of the recorder of the ‘Alawi
ansab in Batavia, ‘Ali b. Ja‘far al-Saqqaf, is to be found also in several places in Europe (cf.
GAL, Suppl., 11, 239). A 1930 number of al-Nahdat al- Hadramiyah mentions that even then he
was writing a history. His knowledge extends also to Mahrah on whom he published an article
in al-Rabitat al-‘Alawiyah, 1, p. 97.

! ‘Ugid al-almas, 1, pp. 28, 32, 44. While actually writing this essay I was delighted to
receive a letter from ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Tazi of the Ministry of Public Instruction at Rabat, Morocco,
who gave me the following abbreviated note from the MS hawilat habsiyah in Morocco :

(ol Lol n Ll ol BT Sl gl BLY o) G il OGSt e

rany Skl Jaly conis A gl of by OLall SLEU O fe Wl e ST el ol

Ssapdemy Gedl sole b oo Jal L opn Sl L L L Ul OYT Lus <O ST e iy
Coobes Sl

? He has been in correspondence with many scholars, among whom I might mention Xn;sta.se
Marie al-Kirmili with whom he discussed questions of the ancient Himyarite language.

¢ He must have died in 1955 or 1956. D. van der Meulen, Aden to the Hadramaut (London,
‘1'19?;);“1;_9;:3, Siitves further biographical details. I published a photograph of him in al- Mustami*
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trained his sons well also. In Indonesia he was involved in the ‘Alawi-Irshadi
troubles, and I have a khutbah delivered by him in the Jami‘ Mosque of Batavia
(a copy of which he presented to me) in 1346/1928 1 ; in the following year he
tried to make peace between the two parties. He told me that the letters he
wrote in this connexion are incorporated in his MS history, Bada's‘ al-tabut,?
which, with several other MSS of his, is now in the Sultdn’s Library in al-
Mukalla. B. ‘Ubaidillih had at one time a fine collection of Arabic MSS
including sheets from a Kific Qur'an. He had also compiled a geographical
cum historical dictionary of Hadramawt, and I have seen his Diwan of hakams
poetry, though not his book on al-Mutanabbi.3 B. ‘Ubaidillih seems to have
printed little of his work, in all likelihood because he has lacked means to do
80, but I possess some poems addressed to the Imam of the Yemen Yahya
Hamid al-Din, for he was on friendly terms with the Zaidi royal house.* In
Hadramawt learned opinion seemed to be that he was a little credulous and
not overcritical as an historian, but of ¢ceurse a scholar of his eminence has
obviously an important contribution to make to Hadrami historiography,
and he was highly respected by many, more especially as he appears at times
to have taken an attitude counter to the more extreme ‘Alawis.

The youngest member of the Saiyid historians of Hadramawt is Saiyid
Salih b. ‘Ali al-Hamidi, a poet of note ® who has connexions with the Far East,
and was to some extent affected by the cutting of the economic links with Java.
He owns a fine library of MSS, including much Hadrami historical material,
from which he has from time to time been most generous in lending me volumes,
and he is a good critical scholar. It was with him that I read Shanbal and
compared the text with other authors in manuscript. Saiyid Salih has written
and lectured on the sources of Hadrami history in al-Mukallad, but though a
copy of this lecture is probably in the library there it could not be found.
His history is entitled Tarikh Hadramawt and cannot be far from complete by
now. From the extracts he has read to me, it seems a work of great merit,
modern in approach and style. He was quite a number of years ago engaged
in a learned controversy with Saiyid ‘Alawi of Johore who wrote in reply to
some of his questions a risalah entitled Ithmid al-mahdjir in which he main-
tains the ancestor of the Hadrami Saiyids was a Shafil, while Saiyid Salih
holds that he was an Imami by madhhab. Saiyid b. ‘Ubaidillah added to this
an appendix, said to be printed, supporting Saiyid Salih’s view. The completion

1 This version has sentences missing as it was taken down in the mosque while delivered,
but the history supplies the lacunae.

2 Numbered ° History 312-3°. Sa‘id Bi Wazir, Safakat, p. 258, also mentions as printed
(but unknown to me), Nastm al-hajir.

3 Al-*Ud al-Hindi ‘an majalis fi Diwan al-Kindi.

4 Al-Imamiyat (Cairo, c. 1345/1926-7).

s His Diwin was at the time reviewed in al- Mugtataf and al-Siyasat al-Usbi'iyah. He wrote
frequently for the Egyptian press when he was in Singapore, though little was connected with
Hadramawt. He has published in 4polio, 11, 6, 1934, 495, and 11, 9, 1934, 856, 858, 865 Fi 'l-fustan
al-akmar. His diwin Layali ’l-masif has been printed, but I do not think his next diwan, ‘Ala
ghati’ al-hayat has yet appeared. Cf. GAL, Suppl., 111, 498.
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of Saiyid Salih’s history may of latter years have been delayed by his work
on the State Council, and he always seems to have been much consulted in
Saiwiin on legal questions.

The two prominent historians of Tarim are Saiyid Muhammad b. Haghim
of the Al Yahya from Masilat al-Shaikh, and Saiyid ‘Abd al-Ildh (or ‘Abdullah)
b. Hasan Bal-Faqth, but there are other scholars interested in history, especially
that of the Saiyids ; some of these I have met, others not, for in so conservative
a city not all the ‘ulama’ care to meet a non-Muslim. Of Saiyid b. Haghim
I have spoken elsewhere at some length,! an outstanding and delightful
personality, broad-minded and of very liberal outlook considering the age and
milien into which he was born. In Java he was acquainted with Snouck
Hurgronje of whom he likes to tell stories, for he is a great raconteur. Not
over-well provided- with the goods of this world, b. Haghim has had always
to earn his living through his pen or by teaching, and so came to the field of
history writing from journalism and politics. At one time he was even Kathiri
State Secretary. Apart from articles his published work has clearly been written
with a patron in mind, as in the case of his Riklak 2 which has some historical
matter, and the story of the Al Kaf family entitled Dawr Al Kaf, a part of which
I saw in MS copy in the house of Jamal al-Lail b. ‘Abd-al-Rahman, to cover
approximately a period of 130 years. The first volume of his Tarikh al-Dawlat
al-Kathiriyah appeared in Cairo in 1948, naturally pro-Kathiri in tendency,
though, to our great loss, b. Hashim has been deprived of the faculty of sight,
and is frail with age, so I fear we may never see the concluding volume. The
list of sources cited in his T'@rtkh does not comprise Shanbal, a portion of which
I read with, or rather to him in 1953, but it does include b. Hamid. The most
enduring part of the book will be his study of the efforts of his ancestor Tahir
b. al-Husain to establish Saiyid hegemony in Hadramawt 3 for his account
of these events must surely embody tradition extant in his family. B. Haghim
uses what is described by ‘Ali Ba ‘Abid as al-mawathiq wa-"l-‘uhid ‘ala ’l-Sadah,
wa-"l-‘abid wa-"l-junid of the Imam Tahir b. al-Husain which he says are
found in libraries in Hadramawt.t Valuable as b. Haghim’s history is, it is,
one must admit, not free from mistakes which easier circumstances would have
enabled him to avoid, but in Tarim his gay and gallant person, even in
blindness, will remain alive long after he has been gathered to the Salaf. Apart

1 Al-Mustami‘ al-‘Arabi, loc. cit. It was only after I had written this article that I came
across a recent number of al-Tali‘ah (al-Mukalla, 18 August 1960), no. 62, p. 5, by Husain al-Barr,
entitled Gpa day JoJl Lin !,..‘.J and realized that our old friend had left us. The article
which is laudatory in tone, refers to his Aakami and humaini poetry, and it scems also that he
had written, but not published Dukkil al-Islam ila Indonesia, and al- Kharrit ‘ala ’l-Y awagit.

* Al-RiMat ila ’l-thaghrain (Cairo, A.H. 1350). -

3 Tarikh al-Dawlat al-Kathiriyah, pp 127 seq , mentioning, p. 128, a MS work, Shark khutbat
al-Habib Tahir of ‘Abdulldh b. Ahmad Ba Sawdan. A list of his works is given by b. Haghim,
Tarikh, p. 131.

¢ ‘ Min tirikh Hadramawt al-siyasi ’, loc. cit. It seems that b. Haghim also published some
historical articles in Safhat al-Ikha’ al-Hadrami. 1 have a brief article of his, * al-Zaidiyah
bi-Hadramawt ’, al- Afkir (Aden), 1, 8, 1947, 23-5.

18 %
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from these activities he was an enthusiastic collector of humaini verse, himself
a poet, and of the colloquial language of Tarim.

Saiyid ‘Abd al-Ilah ! unfortunately, I do not know well. A fine exact
scholar and man of high repute for integrity, probably in his late sixties or early
seventies, he is writing a history, and is specially interested in his ancestor
‘Isa al-Muhajir. Like all scholars of his generation he has spent many years
in the East Indies and while in Java he contributed articles to the local
Hadrami papers al-Igbil and Hadramawt, participating also in their manage-
ment. Such writings of his as I have seen are works of criticism like his riposte
to Salah al-Bakri,?2 and his criticism of Sa‘id Ba Wazir’s first draft for his
Safahat® The late Shaikh Muhammad ‘Awad Ba Fadl composed what appears
to be an interesting work entitled Silat al-ahl fi tarajim Al Ba Fadl * about
1920-5, but I have not been able to consult a copy and have no idea whence
he drew his information. To this he has written a radd 5 of which he presented
me with a MS copy. Historical composition (tadwin), he maintains, commenced
about the end of the sixth century A.H. (twelfth century A.p.), the oldest writers
being Tarimis. He mentions Ab@ Sa‘id Muh. b. Ahmad b. Abi ’l-Hibb (0b. Tarim
611/1214-15),® author of al-‘Iqd al-thamin, stated to have compiled a biography
of the Imam Salim b. Basri (ob. Tarim, 604/1207-8).6 Another historian was
Qadi Ahmad b. Muh. Ba ‘Isa (0b. Tarim 628/1230-1), an author not mentioned
by Shanbal. Later writers are believed to have incorporated an undetermined
proportion of their data in their own writings. The title of Bal-Faqih’s study
in progress is Subk al-dayajir fi tarikh al-Muhajir.’ I am indebted to Saiyid
‘Abd al-Ildh for the loan of an early MS of Ba Faqih al-Shihri’s history.

1 1 have heard his name so, but he seems to write it as ‘Abdullah.

2 Risalatan. The first is on the name al-Naffat, also discussed at length in the ‘Ugqid al-
almas by ‘Alawi b. Tahir, applied in the ‘Umdat al-falib of Ibn ‘Inabah to the Saiyid ancestor
Abmad b. ‘Isi. For the second risalah entitled Tafnid maza‘im, see p. 250, n. 1.

3 Istidrakat wa-taharriyat ‘ala Tarikh Hadramawt fi shakhsiyat (Aden, 1956). His Nahwa
’l-madkhal, infra., n. 7, also contains a reply to Bia Wazir's article in al-Nahdah (Aden,
16.10.1373 A.m.).

4 Reported also as Silat al-akl bi-tadwin managid . . . . Muh. Ba Fadl is described as al-adib
al-sha‘ir, and he died, if I am correct, in 1953. ‘Ugid al-almas, 1, p. 65, calls it Silat al-ahl
bi-tadwin ma tafarraq min manaqib Bani Fadl.

8 Jala’ al-haqa’ig wa-tamhis al-nagl hawl ma awradahu mwallif Silat al-ahl f7 ’l-tarjamah
li-Fadl b. Muhammad walid al-Imam Salik b. Fadl. Cf. Sviyids, 14.

¢ His name appears in Shanbal’s history.

7 For another MS work cf. Saiyids, 20. Saiyid ‘Abdullah b. Hasan has lately sent me a
copy of his most recent publication, Tadhkirat al-bahith al-mubtat fi shu’iin wa-tarikh al-Ribat
(Aden [1961]), with an introduction by ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Hamid al-Sirri, containing some bio-
graphical details on Saiyid ‘Abdullih Bal-Faqih. It appears that he has written though not yet
published, except in the medieval form of MS circulation perhaps, a Tagriz (Jawab shahir) to
Muhammad b. Haghim’s history. In the press is Lamhahk min zawiyat al-tarikh al-Hadrami,
but Nahwa ’l-madkhal ila ’l-tarikh al-Hadrami is still in MS form. Among the other works
mentioned (p. 9 of Tadhkirat al-bahith) is a criticism of the ga‘idak of Ibn Khaldiin. It could be
that this last-named study contains a significant contribution to literature on Ibn Khaldin,
given Saiyid ‘Abdullih Bal-Faqih’s sound scholarship. The Tadhkirat al-bahith is an essay
on the celebrated Ribat of Tarim where so many Hadrami, Malayan, and East African ‘ulama’
received their training, including the text of the wagfiyah deed of foundation.
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A scholar T have not met is Saiyid ‘Abdullah b. Muh. b. Hamid al-Saqqaf,
of the Hadrami colony in Cairo. At one time he used to lecture in Tarim,
and was formerly editor of the Hadrami MS journal ‘Ukaz.! His Tarikh
al-shu‘ard’ al-Hadramiyin (Cairo, A.H. 1353— ) has now reached its fifth
volume. This is not really in any sense a history of literary trends or move-
ments, but a very stereotyped form of composition, a collection of biographies.
As the book progresses it comes to deal almost entirely with Saiyid versifiers
to the exclusion of others, while the poetry is not only, nearly without exception,
classical, but mostly of a Siifistic cast. Great as has been the Saiyid contribution
to Hadrami letters, and vastly as it has grown over latter centuries, I cannot
believe that it dominated poetry to this extent, any more than one can accept
that learning is exclusively their sphere of activity. Nevertheless this work
cannot be neglected for it contains most useful bio-bibliographical information.?
At all periods, of course, poetry is an historical source never to be neglected.
The author refers to a political history 3 upon which he is engaged, but of this
I know nothing else.

Finally I must not omit to mention Saiyid ‘Ali Ba ‘Abéid of Cairo whom
I met on his brief visit to Aden in 1954, and to whom casual reference has been
made in the course of this survey, but I am uncertain as to how far he has
maintained his interest in writing history. In an article written in 1931 he
alludes to the Tarikh Ba Hassan as extant in Huraidah, and a complete copy
of Ba Makhramah’s Tarikh ‘Adan. He also mentions two histories, unknown
to Brockelmann, in Huraidah at that time, al-‘Amili, Misbah al-zalam fi-man
bi-Hadramawt min al-‘Arab wa-khalatahum min al-A‘jam, and Ibn Matrih
al-San‘ani, ‘4ja@’th al-zaman fi akhbar Hadramowt wa-San‘@’ al-Yaman, as well
as the Tarikh and Diwan of Ibn ‘Ugbah.4

8. Social history

Southern Arabia, especially Hadramawt, is rich in Fatdwd literature in
which lies a mine of information as to the social structure, religion, super-
stitions, institutions, agriculture, irrigation, economy, and manners of the
country. I have even found useful data on coinage and trade there. Because

1 Biographical note in b. Haghim, Riklah, pp. 65-7. He was head of the Jama‘at al-Difa‘
‘an al-Sadat al-‘Alawiyin bi-’l-Qahirah. He was writing on Hadrami poets in the Singapore
paper al-Nahdat al-Hadramiyah in its first year of publication in 1933.

2 To add to the biographical works I have mentioned in ¢ Materials * or my Saiyids, is Muh. b.
Muh. . . . Zabarah, Mulkag to al-Badr al-tali‘ of Muh. b. ‘Ali al-Shawkani (Cairo, A.H. 1348).

3 TSH, mi, p. 114.

4 Salah al-Bakri, Tarikh, 11, p. 169, quotes 150 verses approximately of this poet which he
states are all that have survived.

‘Ali Ba ‘Abid, in his article in the RAAD (Damascus), x1, 7-8, 1931, 440-1, informs us that
his father Muh. b. ‘Aqil had Hamdani’s Iklil, 1, al-Sharji, T'arikh Zabid wa-dhailu-hu, and Tarikh
mulik Himyar the measurements of the latter being approximately 15 X 20 cm. He does not
know where these MSS are now though he thinks the last-named may be in Taimiir Bagha’s
library. There was also a copy of the Magamat Ba ‘Abid. None of these works are known to
Brockelmann.
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of local usages deseribed and the colloquial words employed, Fatawa literature
is often far from easy to understand, but it would not be too much to say
that an adequate social history cannot be written until the bulky Fatdwd
literature has been reported, classified, and ransacked. Dealing generally with
real cases it is complementary to the source material in the hagiologies.

Every notable family, though only of local fame has preserved many legal
documents. At the time of the Kathiri-Qu‘aiti boundary award in 1948 sackfuls
of such documents were produced. This rich raw material will have to be
digested by local historical societies before it can be used for general history.
It includes title-deeds to houses, land, water-rights, and indeed a whole range of
privileges and concessions. In this field I have made experiments more to
learn about institutions than with the idea of writing a consecutive history,
for it is a prerequisite of writing any history of Hadramawt that one should
understand how its institutions work. Of these undoubtedly the most
interesting is the hawtah organization, but while tribal institutions are generally
better comprehended, much is still to be learned about them. Actual treaties
are to be found in the hands of many leading families. I think the document
collections on the town wards, on the dallals, and the customary law of two
fishing communities which I am preparing for publication will throw fresh light
not only on Hadrami social history but on that of Arabia as well ; yet there
remain other aspects of Hadrami institutions of which I know virtually nothing.
Throughout the Islamic period too, it must be recalled that it was customary
law that was operative outside the larger towns, and often partially in these
as well, i.e. tribal law and not shari‘ah. Yet another aspect of Hadrami history
is that of the gradual erosion of the Wadi Hadramawt leading to depopulation.
From various MSS I have taken scattered notes on the famous floods, but there
is actually a magamah in the Dar al-Kutub (no. 1257), Tadhkirat al-mutadhakkir
fi-ma jara min al-sail al-mutabahlur of ‘Abdullah b. Ja‘far b. ‘Alawi which
among other things mentions the famous Iklil flood, a flood in Wadi ‘Idim of
A.H. 1049, and another celebrated flood of A.H. 1134 which fell on 20 Ramadan.
Were the data relating to these floods assembled and analysed we should
be in possession not only of information which would shed new light on Hadrami
history but which would actually be of some use even to-day in reviving the
irrigation system.

9. An hastorical forgery

An entertaining book is Riklat al-Maghribi, a MS copy of which was lent
to me by Saiyid ‘Abd al-Ilah b. Hasan Bal-Faqih.!

In Mecca the pretended author encounters two Hadramis who drink coffee
in the morning, Muhammad b. Muhammad, a Sharif, and Shaikh Ba Fadl
The author arrives at al-Shihr in a dhow (sd‘?yak), and small craft (zawdrig)

1 Tt begins :
Gl ain J1 3 Jouy 4 Gl e oy I Sl 1 6 Wil 05 G dF Gl o
el U
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plying for hire come forth to meet it. From here they journey seven days
to Tarim bi-mashy khafif, arriving outside it on the evening of the eighth day,
whereupon the Sharif dispatches a messenger to announce the fact to his family,
and many Ashraf and others come forth to greet them. They first go alone to
visit al-Faqih al-Mugaddam in the cemetery and then go to the Sharif’s house.

The author learns that the coffee brought him originates from the Yemen,
and says,

o LB el p Wl 4 JB ool e S5L ST W) Ol L
S B by BLET L VI Sy a1 4l 2L L ey e
o Ui S odny & 1 g 5o gy o o) 4 s 0l
Lipler in Upnad ol J1 Sl e o ol e 4 i
-l

¢ “ It may perhaps be that what you require comes to you from the Yemen ? ”
But he said to me, *“ It is only just coffee (that comes) from the Yemen, and most
of what we require is from our own country, except needles for sewing, razors
for shaving, and kohl for our eyes. The pilgrims returning from the hajj bring
these to us . I said to him, *“ And these clothes—do you weave them here ?
To which he replied, “ Yes, and they are more than we need, and traders take
them to the Yemen and sell them there in return for coffee (bunn).” > This
I have heard Rahaiyam say many times, and believe it to be current sayings
in Tarim which the forger has embodied in his book.

The writer asks about -coinage (daribah) used in transactions, to which
the reply is that transactions (mu‘@malah) are in red and white wheat (hinfah)
and dates. There is some coinage (daribak) in circulation, but little and only
found with some people, the word al-jalalah being inscribed on it. 100 pieces
of it are worth a riyal in the Yemen. No dinars are to be found here. It may
be remarked that earlier on the author alludes to ‘ashr riyal-an Ashrafiy-an,
10 Ashrafi riyals which is patently inconsistent. Coffee is mentioned as drunk
in_scholarly circles, but I doubt if it was an established custom at this time,
for the author’s father is said to have visited Hadramawt in 822/1419-20,
and the author himself, 33 years later. No author’s name being mentioned, and
no identifiable person, the book is a palpable forgery as some Hadrami scholars
believe, and it was first produced in suspicious circumstances. To revert to the
question of coinage, apart from the inconsistency already remarked, we discover
from Shanbal that the dirham, saghir, and kabir were known.

10. Works thought to be no longer extant

The following histories are believed to have been completely lost, or seem
to be unknown except in citation.

Tarikh Hanbal (Jany al-shamarikh, p. 30).

1 Again I have not repeated ‘ Materials ’, I and II, unless new information is available.

This content downloaded from 144.82.108.120 on Wed, 30 Dec 2015 08:23:27 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions



http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

260 R. B. SERJEANT

Dhail Tabagat al-Asnaw?, of ‘Abdullih b. ‘Umar Ba Makhramah (Jany,
p- 30; Mashra’, 11, p. 11).

Tarikh al-Saiyid ‘Umar b. Muh. al-Safi (Jany, p. 30).

Tarikh al-Shibli (Jany, p. 26 alludes to this history but I have no further
details about it, unless it be ¢ Materials ’, I, p. 306, no. 21).1

Tabagat ‘Isa b. Muh. al-Habshi. (Jany, p. 30; no doubt ‘ Materials ’, II,
p. 584, no. xix. It is stated to exist in MS, but to be incomplete.)

Tarikh Ba Kathir. (No particulars available, but said to be extantin a library

in India. The Ba Kathir of Saiwiin have some family history.)

Till recently I had considered al-Dald’il wa-'l-akhbar fi khasa’is Zufar of
Sultdn ‘Abdulldh b. Ja‘far b. ‘Umar al-Kathiri (b. Haghim, T'@rikh, p. 57)
to be known only by citation, until recently by the courtesy of Dr. Wendell
Phillips who had it photographed in Zufar, a copy of this work was made avail-
able to me. The MS adds the further names b. Muh. b. ‘Abdulldh b. ‘Ali al-
Kathiri and describes him as the first of the Al Kathir to possess Zufar, a state-
ment which seems very dubious. There is not much of great originality in the
risalah which quotes extensively from Ba Makhramah, with many variant
readings on the poem of al-Tikriti, and from al-Khazraji; nor does there seem
to be any indication of the date of composition. From b. Haghim’s Tarikh
by inference, it might be placed about A.H. 1000, but closer study of the text
may enable one to narrow down the possibilities more precisely.

11. Historical MSS in ‘Awlags territory

On my brief visit to Yaghbum in 1954 I saw in the hands of Bii Nigmah,
‘Abd al-Qadir b. Ahmad Ba Nafi‘, the mansab of the famous Shaikh ‘Ubaid of
that place, a miswaddah, Majmi* hikayat wa-qas@’id bi-’sm sahibi-hi al-hagir,
‘Ali b. Ahmad Ba Nafi‘, which looked as if it contained some historical matter.
In Hyderabad and perhaps too in southern Arabia there is said to exist a
MS, al-Diya’ al-shariq fi ansab al-‘Awdliq probably collected by ‘Abdullih
b. ‘Ali Ba Nafi. The Ba Nafi‘ are a famous family of Mashayikh of the ‘Awlaqi
country in particular, though found also elsewhere. ‘Alawi b. Tahir himself
obtained some material, no doubt orally, from the ‘Awlaqi, Mihsin b. Farid.
I have also a copy of an incomplete shajarak of the ‘Awlaqis made by a member
of the Jifri family, showing the main tribal groups. The ‘Awlaqis are not of
course in Hadrami territory, but they have been closely associated with its
history from time to time.

This sketch, however incomplete it is, will it is hoped, convey some notion

1 ‘Alawi b. Tahir in Shamil, p. 41 states that Salim b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. ‘Umar al-Mihdar
took notes from Tarikh al-Mashayikh Al Muh. b. ‘Umar al- Khawlani al- Maliki—wa-min-hum
At Shibli wa-Al Isra’il in al- Rawdah, and Alal-Faqih ‘Ali in his Hawtah. He collected this material
from ‘Ta‘aliq’, among which was the Khatt of the fagth Muh. b. ‘Abd al-‘Alim al-Shibli (ob.
1124/1712-13), and that of the fagih Muh. b. Ahmad b. Muh. b. ‘Abdulldh al-Makhrami called
Bu Nijmah al-Shafi‘'t Ba Nafi‘, and other sources. The ‘Ugad al-almas, 11, p. 47, has some notes
on the Wahidi scholars, relevant in this context.
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of the principal sources for Hadrami history up to the present age, i.e. the era
when we are able to draw upon archives and newspapers ! which latter have
proliferated since the Second World War, ephemeral though the majority
of them be. A first duty and service should be to record and photograph as
many MSS as possible.

1 T have accumulated material for a history of the press in South Arabia, but it is far from
complete, especially where papers printed abroad, as in Indonesia, are concerned.
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