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Abstract:

This study aims to uncover the sources of Omani legal manuscripts frequently visited and
utilized by the historian Saif bin Hamoud Al-Batashi. It also seeks to examine his
methodology in dealing with these manuscripts, considering them a significant source for
documenting the history of individuals and events. The study addresses two main questions:
What are the main sources of Omani legal manuscripts that Al-Batashi relied on? What is Al-
Batashi’s approach in dealing with legal manuscripts in his book Ithaf al-A‘yan? The study
aims to identify these sources, analyze Al-Batashi’s methodology in utilizing them, and
highlight their role in constructing his historical and legal narratives. The findings reveal that
Al-Batashi was diligent in tracing Omani legal manuscripts, reviewing their copies through
frequent visits to both public and private manuscript libraries. He employed a distinctive and
methodical approach in dealing with these texts, enriching the historical record with valuable
content. His methodology provided key insights into the lives of jurists, their scholarly
contributions, and the historical events of their times. The study recommends greater attention
to private manuscript collections and calls for comprehensive research dedicated to the
heritage of Omani manuscripts, making use of textual evidence to reconstruct Omani history
and biographical records.

Keywords: Manuscripts; Figh; Ithaf al-A ‘yan; Al-Batashi; Omani; Heritage.
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